ExaTepuHa I

NmnepaTtop MNeTp Bennknin ckoH4Yanca B HoUb ¢ 27 Ha 28 AaHBaps.1725 roaa B cBOEM MafieHbKOM
KabuHeTe-cnasbHe Ha BTOPOM 3TaxKe 3umHero gsopua. OH yMUPan SO0 U TAXKKO — CTpallHble
6011 U3MYYUAN €ro TENO, YXULLPEHUS OMbITHLIX BPAYel He NOMOraau, U CMepTb 414 Hero crana

n3baBneHUemM OT HeYe0BEeYECKUX CTpaAaHMVI.

OT nocTennM ymupalowero He otxoguna wumnepatpuua ExkaTepuHa AnekceeBHa — nosiHasA
MWI0OBMAHAA KEHLWMHA C 3anaaKaHHbIMM rnasamun. OHa cTapaacb yTewmnTb Cynpyra, HO OH NoYTH
He CMOTpen B ee CTOPOHY. MOKHO C YBEpPEeHHOCTbIO CKa3aTb, YTO B NOCNEAHME Yacbl KU3HU He
MeHblle GpU3NYECKMX CTPadaHMI BEMKOro pedopmatopa My4ymUAn TATOCTHbIE PasMbIWIEHNUA O
6yayuiem, o Poccun. MNeTp cosgan BEMKYIO UMMNEPUIO M TENEPb, PACCTaBanACh C *KMU3HbIO, OH Bbin
B OTYAAHWUK, He 3Ha/, KOMY nepeaaTb BEMKOE Hacaeane — TPOH M MMMeputo. M HUKTO Ha cBeTe
He mor 06/1erynTb HWU TENEeCHbIX, HWU AYWEBHbIX CTPadaHW BeNMKOro uaps. BoKpyr Hero
TONNUAWUCL POAHbIE, CNOABUMHUKM, CTapble TOBApPMLLM, HO B CMEPTHbIN Yac emy He Ha Koro
6bl110 ONepeTbea, He Ha KOM C HadeXKaoi ocTaHoBMTb B3rnag. CyliecTByeT AereHaa O TOM, YTO
nepen cmepTbio MNeTp NbiTaaca HanucaTb 3aBeLLaHNe, HO CMOr HauapanaTtb Ha Bymare TO/IbKO
ABa cnosa: «Otgaiite Bce..», U pyka 6onblie He caywanacb ero. ®akTbl roBopAT, 4YTO 3Ta
nereHga HegoctoBepHa. MNocneaHee, YTo ycabllan M3 yCcT umnepaTopa apxuvenuckon deodaH
Mpokonosud, 6bl10 cnoso «MOCJ/IE», KOTOpoe yMUpaloWMii CONPOoBOXKAaN HeTepnesvBbiM,
PE3KMM KecToM PyKW. «YiauTe Bce, OCTaBbTE MEHA B MOKOe, /I0TOM, Nocne s Bce pewly,
nocnel...» — BOT YTO, BEPOATHO, OH XOTE/ CKa3aTb NOAAM, CKAOHUBLLUMMCA Hag HUM. Ho «nocne»
He HacTynuao HMKoraa. KoHumMnacb BeAnKas anoxa, HacTynaaun HoBble, TPEBOXKHbIE BPEMEHa...

Brnipoyem, OHM, 3TV BpemeHa, HaCTYyMUAK yKe 3a HECKOIbKO YacoB A0 cmepTy lNeTpa. 3a cTeHamu
KabuHeTa, rae oH ymupan, 4aBHO LapUAK CMATEHUE M TPeBOra — OTCYTCTBMeE 3aBellaHus MeTpa
CO34aBas0 ApPaMaTUYEcKylo cuTyaumto, cyabba MMMNepaTopcKoro npectona Ao0AXHa 6bina
pelwmnTbca B CTO/IKHOBEHUWM MPUABOPHBLIX «MNapTUA» — T[PYNNUPOBOK 3HAaTW, BbICLIEro
YMHOBHMYECTBA U reHepanoB. Takmx «napTuin» 6bino ase. OAHY COCTaBAANM CNOABUMHUKM
uapa-pepopmatopa, rocygapCTBeHHble AeaTenu, npuwealive K Baactu 6narogaps CBOMM
cnocobHocTAM M ocoboit munoctu MeTpa, KOTOpbIM Npubankan K cebe TONbKO NpeAaHHbIX U
OEeN0BbIX N0AeN, HE3aBUCUMO OT UX NPOUCXOKAEHUA.

MepBbiM M3 TaKMX CNOABUXKHUKOB lNeTpa No NpaBy CYMTANCA CBETNENLUNIN KHA3b, @ B MPOLIIOM —
CblH NPUABOPHOro KOHtoxa, AnekcaHap faHunosmy MeHwuKos. Moyt posecHUK [leTpa, OH
aonrve rogbl 6611 NepebiM GaBOPUTOM LL@PA U MHOFOro JOCTUT bharogapa cBoei npegaHHoM
cnykbe rocygapto. CotosHMKamMn MeHLWMKoBa BbICTYNaAn AOAN TOXKE O4YeHb BUATENbHbIE;
KaHunep nmnepum rpad .M. FlonoBKMH, oanH U3 pykosoguteneit CnHoga apxuennckon deodaH
MpoKonoBuY, HavyanbHUK TaMHOW KaHuenapuu rpad MN.A. ToncTtoi, reHepan-npokypop CeHaTa
rpad MN.UN. AryKMHCKUIA, a TaKKe AU4YHbIA ceKpeTapb MeTpa A.B. Makapos. Bce 3710 6binu
«HOBble», He3HaTHbIe N0AM, BAACTb N BANAHUE KOTOPbIX MOTIM OKOHYUTLCA CO cmepTbio lMeTpa.



MO3TOMY OHM, HECMOTPA Ha BHYTPEHHME pacnpu, cymenn 6bICTPO 06bEAMHUTHCA BOKPYT
nmnepaTpuubl EKaTepuHsbl, *KeHbl eTpa, KoTopas Gblia TakkKe He3HaTHa Mo NPOUCXOXKAEHWIO,
3aBMCMMa OT MW/IOCTEN Laps, HO NMPM 3TOM MHMULMATUBHA, CMefla U pelunTeNbHa.

B 04AMH U3 Tex peaKux MOMEHTOB, Korga EKaTepuHa NOKWHYAA CNanbHIO YMMUPAIOLWEro My»Ka,
CaHOBHMKM NPOBEAN COBEellaHMEe C ee y4yacTMeM, Ha KOTOPOEe TaKMKe MPUrIacuAn HECKO/bKO
reapaenckmx odpuuepos. HecyacTHbll BMA, EKaTepuHbl, ee TporateNbHble W NacKoBble C0Ba,
obpalleHHble K HUM — OCUPOTEBLLMM NTeHLaM «rHe3ga MNeTposa», HaKkoHel, Wweapble Nocy/bl —
BCE 3TO CbIrPaso CBO POJb, U rBapaeibl obewann nomoub EKaTepnHe BCTYNUTL Ha NPECTON U
He NoANYCTUTb K HEMY KaHauaaTa APYroi «napTum», BEIMKOro KHA3a MeTpa Anekceesmnua.

HecmoTpa Ha TO 4YTO BENIMKOMY KHA3I0 — BHYKy [leTpa BennKoro u cbiHy NOKOMHOro Lapesunya
Anekcen MeTpoBKMYa — LWeN BCETO NLWb AECATbIA rog, A8 «HOBbIX Aogen» oH bbla onaceH. 3a
HUM 6blna TpaguumMa NpecTosoHacieama No MyXKCKOW HUCXOAALLEN IMHUN OT AeAa K BHYKY, ero
noaAepkmBana HeL0BOIbHAA NETPOBCKOM MONUTUKON POoAOBUTAA 3HATb — KHA3bA [LONropyKkue,
fonnubiHbl U Apyrue. Ha ctopoHe BHyKa [leTpa Bennkoro 6biaM cumnatmm BCEX, KTO XOTen
CMATYEHMA KECTKOro perKMma, KTO Me4yTan O nepesblilike B Toi HelleHON rOHKe, KOTOpyto

HeKoraa HasAsan Poccnm MeTp.

O6e npuaBopHble MapTUK GbIAK FOTOBbI MOCMOPMTL 3@ BAACTb, HO BCe KAanu, Koraa [lleTp
HaBeKW 3aKpoeT rnasa. MoAWTUHCKUIA CaHOBHUK rpad I.d. bacceBMY — yYaCTHUK M CBUAETENb
cobbITMIA ApaMaTUYeCKoin HouM 28 AHBaPA, NMCaN BNOCAEACTBUN «HAann TONbKO MUHYTbI, KOraa
MOHapX UCAYCTUT AyX, 4Tobbl NpPUCTYNUTb K aeny. [lo Tex nop, NOKa OCTaBasjicA B Hem elle
NPU3HAK }KU3HU, HUKTO HE OCMEINICA HayaTb YTO-AMB0: TaK CUAbHbI BbIM YBaXKEHME U CTpax,
BHYLUEHHbIE BCEM 3TUM repoem». ITO OYeHb TOYHblE CNOBa — Marua AMvHocTM MeTpa 6bina
Heobbl4alHO CUIbHA. Pasym TaKKe Npu3biBan K OXUAAHMIO — HE pa3 B UCTOPUM CAYHaNoch, YTo,
Ka3anocb 6bl, yMUPaIOLWMIA NpaBUTENb BAPYT BbI340PaBAMBA, U rope HbI10 TOMY, KTO BOSOMHWA
YTO HacCTan ero Mur.

Ho BOT Bpayu KOHCTaTUPOBaAN OKOHYAHME aroHMM — OTHbIHE [eTp NpuHaaaeXKan He NAaM, a
Bory n uctopuu. Hayanca nocnegHuin akT NOAUTUYECKOW Apambl. B SipKO OCBeLUEHHbIA 3an
3MMHero ABopLa Cbexa/IMCb €ro YY4acTHUKU W 3PUTENU: CEHATOPbl, MPEe3UZEHTbl KOMErui,
LEepPKOBHbIE Mepapxu, reHepanbl U ctapwuve oduuepbl. Tonna Bo3byKaeHHO ryaena. Bapyr
HacTynuaa TUWIMHA — OTKPbIAUCL ABEpM M K COBpaBLIMMCA 6bICTPO BbiWAKM MeHLIMKOB,
lfonoBKMH, MakapoB, a c/1eJoM 32 HUMM NoABKUAACh M cama umnepaTpuua. MpepbiBatoWmMmesa oT
pblaaHnit ronocom EkatepurHa obbsBuaa BceM COBpPaBLUMMCA OXKUJaemMylo BECTb — rocyaapb U
ee B03/1106/1eHHbIN Cynpyr «oTolen B Be4Hoe 61aXKeHCTBO», OCTaBMB NOAAaHHbIX cMpoTamu. B
3TOT MOMEHT, KaK M MHOro pa3 paHblle, OHa cobpana BCO CBOK BO/IO, JAeprkanacb
MY}KECTBEHHO M B KOHLLe CBOEl KpaTKOM peyn fana BCeM MOHATb, YTO OyaeT AOCTOMHO
npoAo/XaTb AeNo MmnepaTtopa, 3ab6oTaAcb 0 NoaAaHHbIX U 6aare uMmnepumn, Kak MNeTp, KOTopPbIN
CTO/IbKO N1eT AN C Hel TPOH.



EkaTepuMHa caenana Bce, YTO CMOrNa, B 3TOM CUTyauuum U, NOALEPKMBAEMas MNog PYyKM
NpuMABOPHbIMUK, B Cne3ax MOKMHYNA 3an. Bnepes sbiwen MeHWWKOB M yBEPEHHO MOBEN 3TO
HOYHOe 3acefaHue. Korga npucyTcTeytowme y3Hanu, uto lNetp, ymupasn, He OCTaBUA HUKAKUX
NMUCbMEHHbIX WM YCTHbIX PACcNOPAXEHWN O HacleAHWKe, BCEX OXBATW/O BOJIHEHWE. B Takom
cnyyae no TpaauLmMmM HOBbIN camogeprkel, nsbupancs obwmm cobpaHMem «rocy4apcrea» — Tak B
Poccuun HasbiBann BbICLUIMX BOEHHbIX M TPa*KAAHCKMX CAaHOBHWKOB U Mepapxos Lepksu. Ho
nogobHoe KONNEKTUBHOE pelueHWe OblNno HEBO3MOXKHO ANA MapTuM EKaTepuHbl — CAMLWKOM
MHOTO CTOPOHHMKOB 6bl/10 ¥ BENIMKOTO KHA3A MeTpa. Noatomy MeHLWWKOB W ero COO3HMKM CTanu
ybexpatb NpUCYTCTBYIOWMX MPU3HATb, YTO MPECcTosn Tenepb NOMPOCTy MepexoauT Ko BAoBe
mmnepatopa, KoTopyto leTp BecHoM 1724 roga KOpOHOBANA MMMEPaTOpPCKOM KopoHon. Cnop
O¥KecTo4anca, KOMMPOMMCC HalTU 6blio TpyaHo.. M TyT cpaboTano «CeKpeTHoe opyxkue»
naptMm MeHwWwmnKoBa — NoA0WAW rBapaeiLbl. Bo3ne 3umHero Bapyr pasaanca rpoxoT NOSKOBbIX
6apabaHoB, BCe BPOCMINCL K OKHAM WM CKBO3b 3aTAHYTble CETKON MHeA CTeKNa yBUAEAW, KaK
MeNbKAlOT nepes ABOPLOM 3e/ieHble BapAENCKME MYyHAMPbl, @ NOTOM B 3ana NOBaAUAM
pasropsayeHHble conpatbl. Bce npeanoXeHuA naptmMn BeNMKOro KHA3a [leTpa TOHy/Au B
NPUBETCTBEHHbIX BbIKPUKAX rBapAenuUeB B YecTb «MaTYLIKW rocyaapbiHU» U 6ecLepemMoHHbIX
Yyrpo3ax «pacKo/soTb ro0/ioBbl 6ofpam», €cAM OHW He noauymHATcs EkaTtepuHe. Yayuus
noaxoaawmini MOMeHT, MeHLWMKOB, MepeKpbiBas LWYyM, FPOMKO KpUKHyA: «BusaTt, Hawa
aBrycreiwan rocyaapbliHA umnepatpuua EkatepuHal» — «BueaTt! Busat! Busat!» — noaxsatmam
reapgaenupl. «M 3T nocnegHue cnoBa, — BCMOMMHAeT bacceBud, — B Ty Ke MUHYTY Oblau
NoBTOPEHbI BCeEM cobpaHMeEM, M HUKTO HE XOTeN MOKasaTb BMAY, YTO MPOM3HOCUT MX NPOTUB
BOJIM U ANLWb MO NPUMepyY Apyrux». Bce BbICTpo M 6€CKPOBHO KOHYMNOCH — Ha MNPECTO B30OLWWANA
umnepaTpuua EkatepuHa |, K BocbMM Yacam yTpa bbla ornaweH mMaHUPECT O ee BOLLAPEHUM,
reapeiiam pasgaBanm BOSKY...

N BOT 34ecb caenaem Hebosblioe oTcTynneHue. 28 aHBapa 1725 roga reapaenubl Brepsble
CbIfPanun CBO MOSIUTUYECKYIO POab B Apame pycckoi uctopmn. Cosgasan 8 1692 roay rsapauio,
leTp xoTen NpPOTMBOMOCTABUTL e€e CTpenblam — MNPUBUAETMPOBAHHLIM MNEXOTHbIM MOAKaAM
MOCKOBCKMX Lapei, KoTopble K KoHLy XVII BeKa cTann BMeLWmnBaTbCA B NOJNTUKY. «AHbIYapbl!» —
TaK Npe3puTesbHO HasbiBan ux MeTp. Y Hero 6blAM NPUYMHBLI A48 HEHABUCTU — HaBCer4a OH,
OECATUNETHUIN MANIbUMK, 3aMOMHUA XKYTKUIN CTpeneukuini byHT 1682 roga, Korga Ha Komnbax
CTPeNbLUOB NOrMéan ero GauKaWwmne poacTBEHHWKM. HO He ycnen ocHoBaTeNb W MepPBbIi
NMOJIKOBHUK MpeobparkeHCKOro noJika 3aKpbIiTb 11333, Kak ero Albumubl B 3e/1eHbIX MyHAMPaAX
npeBpaTUIMCL B HOBbIX fAHbIYap. Mctopua pycckon reapaum XVIII Beka npoTuBopeymsa.
MpeKpacHO cHapsaXeHHble, 06Pa3L,0BO BOOPY!KEHHbIE M OBOYYEHHbIE, rBapAenLubl Bcerga 6oiam
ropAoCTbl0 M ONOPOK PYyCcCKOro npectosa. Mx my»KecTBO, CTOMKOCTb, CAMOOTBEPKEHHOCTb MHOTO
pa3 peLlanm B NOAb3y PYCCKOro OpYXUA cyabby cpaskeHUU, KamnaHui, Lenblx BoMH. Ho ecTb u
WHasA, MeHee repouyeckas CTpPaHWLUA B NETOMUCM MMMEPATOPCKOM reapauun. Bapaenupl, 3Tu
KpacaBupl, AY3NSHTbI, BOJIOKUTbI, M306aN0BaHHbIE BHUMAHWEM CTOJIMYHBIX U NMPOBUHLMANBHbIX
AaM, COCTaBAAN OCOOYIO NMPUBUAETMPOBAHHYIO BOMHCKYIO Y4acTb PYCCKOM apMWUW CO CBOMMM
TpaAnUMAMM, 0bbluaamm, Ncuxonormen. FasHoM 06a3aHHOCTbIO rBapAMKM bblla OXpaHa NoKoa U
6e3onacHoOCTM camogeprKua, LapcKoil cembuM M asopa. CToA Ha 4Yacax CHapyXu W BHYTpU
LLAPCKOro ABOpLA, OHU BUAENMN M3HAHKY MPUABOPHON XM3HW. MUMO HUX B LLAPCKME CNaJIbHU
NpoKpagbiBanucb GaBopuTbl, OHW C/bIWAAM CNAETHU W Buaenn 6es3obpasHble ccopbl, He3



KOTOPbIX He MOr WUTb ABop. [BapAelubl He MCMbITbiBaAM GaaroroBeHoro TpeneTa nepej,
6.1elyLWwmMmmn 3010TOM U BpMAIMaHTaMK NPUABOPHBIMU, OHM CKYYaau Ha MbIWHbIX LEPEMOHUAX
— ANA HKUX BCe 3TO 6bIN0 MPUBbLIYHO, N 060 BCEM OHU MMENM CBOE, YacCTO HeAuLenpuaTHoe
MHeHMe.

BakHO 1 TO, YTO Yy reapAeliues 6bi10 NpeyBeNYEHHOE NPEACTABIEHNE O CBOEN PON B KU3HM
ABOpa, crtonuubl, Poccun. M Tem He meHee OKasbiBanoCb, UYTO «CBUPEMNbIMU PYCCKUMMU
AHbIYAPAMM» MOXKHO YCMELWHO yrnpaBaaTb. J1IecTblo, Nocynamm, AeHbramu I0BKMe NpuaBopHbIe
Aenblbl YMeNM HanpaBUTb PACcKaNeHHbIN FBapAENCKUIN MOTOK B HYXKHOE PyC/o, TaK Y4To ycaTtble
KpacasLbl Aaxe He NOAO3PeBaAnN O CBOEM YKANKOW POSM MAPUOHETOK B PyKax WMHTPUIAHOB M
aBaHTIOPUCTOB. Bnpoyem, Kak 060LA0OCTPbIM Mey, rBapaus Obla onmacHa U ana Tex, KTo
nosib30BasIcA ee yc/ayraMu. Bnactb MMnepaTopoB M NepBeLLnX BENbMOX HEPEAKO CTaHOBUAACh
3a/10KHMLEN Heoby3ZaHHOW M Kanpu3HOW BOOPYXKEHHOM ToAnnbl reapaeiues. N BoT 3ty
byayLLyto 310BeLLy0 B PYCCKOM UCTOPUM POJb IBapaMu NPOHMLLATEIbHO NOHAN GPaHLLY3CKUIA
nocnaHHuk B MeTepbypre *aH KamnpeaoH, Hanucaslwuin ceoemy nosenutento JSliogosuky XV
Cpasy e nocne BCTynneHWA Ha npecton EkatepuHbl I: «PeweHne reapanm 3gecb 3akoH». U ato
6blna npasaa. XVl Bek Bollen B pycCKyH UCTOPUIO KaK «BEK BOPLLOBbLIX NepeBopoToB». Bece aTn
nepeBopoOTbl AeNaNNCb PYKaMK rBapAeNLLEB, HAYaN0 Ke MPaYyHOU TpaguuMu Bbl1I0 MNONOKEHO
rNyXoM AHBAPCKOM Houbto 1725 roaa...

YTpo 28 aHBapa 1725 roga MeTepbypr BCTpeYan yXKe nog BAACTblO HOBOW rocygapblHW. KTo e
6blna Mmnepatpuua EkatepuHa | AnekceeBHa? OTKyaa poaom? «EkaTepuHa — wBeakal!» —
yTBep¥aana nctopuk H. benosepckas. byayuiaa pycckas nmnepatpuua pogunace 8 Lseunu 8
CEMbE apMeNCKoro KeapTupmeinctepa MoraHHa Pabe, 6blna OKpelleHa MO JilOTEPAHCKOMY
obpaay u HasBaHa MapToi. Mocne cmepT My)Ka maTb MapTbl nepebpanacb ¢ AEBOYKON B
Nndnanpguio — TorgawHow NposuHUmto LLseunn — n nocennnace B Pure, rge BcKope ymepna.
JeBouka-cMpota nonana B MPUIOT, OTKyAaQ ee B3Aa nactop [NOK — AUMYHOCTb WM3BECTHAA B
ManeHbKoM MdnaHACKOM ropogKke MapueHbypre (HbiHe AnyKcHe, JlaTBMs), YTO CTOMT Ha
popore Pura — TlckoB. EcTb HekoTopble @aKTbl, KOTOpble MOryT MOAKPENnUTb MHEHMUe
benosepckoit. B ogHOM U3 nucem cBoei xeHe eTp, No3apasnsa ee C rofOBLINHON B3ATUA B
1702 roay wBeAcKoi Kpenoctn Ha Heee — HoTebypra, B WYTKY NuMcan, 4Tto C 3aHATUEM 3TOM
nepBOi LWBEACKOM KpPenocTu «pycckaa Hora B BALLUMX 3emnsx ¢yt B3ana». B 1725 rogy B
pa3rosope ¢ KamnpegoHom EKaTepwuHa, He Kenaa, 4Tobbl OKpyKalowue ee MOHAAW, BAPYr
nepeLuna Ha WBeACKUI A3bIK, KOTOPbIM GPaHLY3CKUIA ANNAOMAT BNagen cBoboaHo.

ONMNOHEHTbI «LWIBEACKOW BEPCUN» — @ UX JIEFTMOH — PE30HHO BO3ParKaloT, YTO 34eCb HET HUYEro
CTpaHHoro: J/inbnaHama noytM cto fAeT Oblna WBEACKON MNPOBUMHLUMEN, LIBEACKMA Obln Tam
oduumanbHbIM A3blKom, a MapTa-EkaTepuHa 6bina NnoaaaHHOM WBEACKOro Koposa. ITUM-TO U
obbaAcHAeTcA wyTKa MNeTpa M 3HaHMe elo WBeACKOro A3biKa. bosbluas YacTb yyeHbIx ybexaeHa,
yto EKaTepuHy AencTBuTenbHO paHee 3Bann MapTtoli CKaBPOHCKOW, OHa Mpoucxoauna us
NaTbILWICKNX KPeCTbAH 1 poaunack B JindnaHanu 6 anpensa 1684 roaa, a ocMpoTes, nonana B 40m
nactopa [ntoKa. MIMEHHO C 3TOrO MOMEHTa MPOTUBOPEYUI B MOKA3aHUAX MCTOPUYECKUX
[OKYMEHTOB CTAHOBMTCA BCE MeEHbllUe, XOTA CaMWUX 3TUX JOKYMEHTOB HeAO0CTaTO4YHO ANs



yBEepeHHbIX BblBOAOB. MHOroe B paHHel WUCTOPUKM XM3HM MapTbl CKPbITO OT Hac B TymaHe
HeMs3BeCcTHOCTU. Mbl He 3HaemM, YeMy W KaK yuYnmam ee B OETCTBE W OHOCTU, HO MOXKHO
NpPeAnoioKnTb, YTO 3TO BbIAU MWL HayafbHble MO3HAHMA B YTEHWW, NUCbME, apudMeTuKe.
Brnpoyem, B rpamoOTHOCTM EKaTepMHbI MOMKHO COMHEBATbCA — NO-PYCCKM OHa Bbly4MNACh TO/IbKO
roBOpUTb, HO HE MNKUCaTb, M OAXe camble MHTUMHblE ee nucbMa K [eTpy HanucaHbl PyKoU
NpPUABOPHOro NMcua. ACHO ANLWb 0AHO — AEBOYKA-CMPOTa B MHOTO/IOAHOM AOMe nacTopa 6bina
npucayrom, pabotana Ha KyxHe 1 B npadeyHoli. Mpupoaa AapoBana el TeNecHyo KpenocTb, U B
AeBATHaAuaTb neT MapTa Bbirnsgena 340P0BOWM, KPaCMBOW AEBYLUKOMW, YTO He ocTanocb 6e3
BHMMaHMA MONOAbIX loAei — NPeTeHAEHTOB Ha ee PyKy.

Boobuie ke toHOCTb MapTbl Npuwaack Ha neyvasbHylo 3noxy B uctopum JinbaaHanum. B 1700
roay Hadanacb CeBepHas BoliHa Poccum npotms Lseuun, n ¢ 1701 roga Ha HOXHyto JlndnaaHauio
CTasia HagBWUraTbCA PYcCKaA apMuA Nog KomaHgoBaHuMem denbamapwana b.M. Lepemetesa.
BerkeHupbl NpuHoCcMAM B MapueHbypr njaoxme BEeCTU — PYCCKME CXHUIaaM BCE Ha CBOEM NyTw,
YyBOOMAW B NAEH Xuteneih. Cun e ana obopoHbl SindnaHgum y weenos 6bi1o mano. Ho,
HecMoTps Ha Hagsuratouwytocs beay, *U3Hb NpogomKkanace. Jletom 1702 roga MapTa Bblwa
3aMy)K 3a LWBeACKOro cosnpata-Tpybaya. YBbl, MOMIOAOMNEHAM HE [0BENOCb HACNA[UTLCA
ceMelHbIM c4acTbeM — B aBrycte My MapTbl oTnpasuaca B Pury, a B 3TO Bpems BOWMCKa
LLlepemeTeBa 3aMKHY/IN KONIbLO 0Caabl BOKPYr MapneHbypra — BOMHA, TaKk MHOTO M3MEHMBLLAsA
B XM3HM Byaylien pyccKon MmnepaTpuupbl, BIJAOTHYIO NoAowna K nopory ee goma. Pycckue
BOWMCKA Aae He ycneaun HayaTb ocafabl MapueHbypra, Kak KOMeHAAHT 3TOM CTapoi U cnaboi
Kpenoctu manop Tunb pewmnn caatbCa Ha MUAOCTb NobeauTens, OroBopuB NOYETHblE YCNOBUA
KanuTynaumu: cBoboaHbIl BbIXO4 rapHU30oHa U kuteneii. LepemeTes cornacunca, Tunb Boiwen
M3 Kpenoctu W nognucan AOroBop O ee CAa4ve, PYCCKMEe BOMCKA Havyanu BXOAUTb B ropog, a
FapHU30H U XXUTEAN CO CBOMM CKapboM ero nokmaatb. Bce WNO CNOKOMHO M MUPHO, KaK BAPYT...
rPAHYN HeNpeaBUAEHHbI B3pPbIB, PE3KO M3MEHMBLWWNIN cyabby Thicay ntogei, U1 MapTbl B UX
yucne.

Obpatumca K «HypHany, nnn ExxegHeBHbIM 3annckam» MNeTpa Bennkoro, Kyga BHOCUMAUCH BCe
Mano-ManbCKM NpuMeTHble cobbiTua CeBepHoi BOMHbI 1700-1721 ropoBs: «KomeHaaHT manop
Tunb fga gBa KanuTaHa BblWwAM B Haw 0603 gns oTAaHMA ropoga Mo akopay, Nno KoTopomy
aKopay Hawwu B ropoj MOL/M, @ FTOPOACKUE XKUTENN CTann BbIXOAUTb BOH. B TO e Bpema oOT
apTUANepun KanutaH Bynbd, Aa WTUK-IOHKEp, Blles B NOPOXOBOM norpeb (Kyaa WTUK-IOHKep U
YKEeHy CBOlO HeBoJielo € coboto B3A/), M MOPOX 3aXKIMK, rae u camm ceba nogopsanu, oT Yero
MHOTO MX W HaluX Aogen Nobuto, 3a YTO KaK rapHU3OH, TaK U KUTEAU MO 40roBopy He 6blau
OTMYLLEHbI, HO B3ATbI B N0IOH». Koraa pas3gancs ornywnTeNbHbIN B3pbIB, COAPOrHYAAChk 3eMIS U
06/10MKM KPEMOCTHbIX COOPY)KEHMI CTanM NafdaTb Ha rosoBbl PYCcCKMX congaT, Llepemetes
nopBean A0OroBop 0 A0OPOBOIbLHOW cAaye KpenocTu. ITO 03Hayano, 4To MapueHbypr oTHbIHE
CYMTanCA ropogoMm, B3ATbIM LITYPMOM, WM MO3TOMY OTAABa/CA Ha «MOTOK» — pasrpabneHue
nobeautenei. utenm 1 rapHU3oH B 3TOM C/ly4yae NOroJI0BHO MPM3HABAAUCL NAEHHbIMW. TaK K
npousowso B MapueHbypre. Mo obwemy curHany pycckume congaTbl B6pocuance B ropoa.
Pasganuce KpukM, ctpenbba. Conpatbl rpabunn goma, xBaTaau noapss BCex KuTenem —
MY}KUYMH, KEeHLWMH, aeTei. OHM TalLMM BELLM B 1arepb, TyAa Ke Benu naeHHbIX. O4HOBpPEMEHHO
HayYanca OXKMB/IEHHbIN TOPr U 06MeH Tpodeamu. MNevanbHa Bblna y4acTb NAeHHbIX B Poccum Toro



BpemeHu. Mo gpesHeMy 06bl4at0 OHWM CTAHOBMAMCL Pabamm Tex, KTO UX 3axXBaTWA. MHOCTPaHHbIM
nyTewecTBeHHMK e bpymH nucan o Tom, 4to B Mockse oceHbto 1702 roga nocne OKOH4YaHMA
KamnaHum B JINGNAHANM CTOMMOCTb MIEHHbIX-pPaboB ynana [0 Tpex ryAbAeHOB 3a roJ/oBy.
Cpean «nndnaHACKOro NoNoHa» OKasanacb n MapTa. Ho ee He npuBenn B TOAMNE XMBOTo TOBapa
8 MOCKBY W He NpoAanu 3a rpoLLm, ee }gana nHaa cyabba...

EkaTepuHa «He npupoaHaa U He pycckas, — roBopun B 1724 roay CBOMM NpUATENAM OTCTAaBHOM
Kanpan Bacuauii KobbinnH, — 1 Begaem Mbl, Kak OHa B MOJIOH B3ATa, U NpMBEAEHA NOZ 3HaMA B
OAHOW pyballKe, U OTAAHA NOA Kapay, U Kapay/ibHbll Haw oduuep Hagen Ha Hee KadptaH». OHa
e obBuHANAcb KobblAMHbIM B TOM, YTO «C KHA3em MeHwunkoBbim Ero Benuyectso (Metpa)
KopeHbem ob6Bena». Cayx o6 3TOM TUNUYEH WM LUMPOKO PACMPOCTPAHEH B Cpefe MnpocToro
Hapoaa. CoBpeMeHHMK, CO C/NOB O4vYeBMALEB, pacCKasbiBaeT, YTo MapTta nonana K Hekoemy
KanutaHy bayepy Kak nogapoK 3axBaTMBLUErO ee NoAXaAnuma cosfaTa KOTOPbI CMEKHYA, 4YTO
TaKMM cnocobom OH CMOXKET BbICAYKUTLCA B yHTep-oduuepbl. A NoTom u bayep, ABUKUMbIN
TEMWU Ke MOTMBaMM, MOLAPWN KPacuBYlD AeBylWKy camomy denbamapwany Llepemetesy.
PasymeeTca, Mbl He 3Haem, YTO WMCMbITbIBANA Npu 3Tom MapTa — elwe HefaBHO CBOOOAHbIN
YeNoBeK, — HO MOMKHO A,0rafblBaTbCs, CKOJIb YXKACHO ObIIO ee MoaoXKeHMe. Y nNpecTapenoro no
Tem BpemeHam nAatupecatuneTHero Llepemeresa MapTa npoxuaa He MeHblle nonyroaa,
YUCNACL B NPAYKAX, HO PAKTMYECKN BbINOAHAA POSb HANOXKHMULI.

B KoHue 1702 roaa nam B nepson nonosuHe 1703 roga oHa nonana K AnekcaHapy MeHLWwunKosy.
Kak ee npuobpen 6oiKknii, pasbutHoi nobumel, MeTpa, Mbl HE 3HAaeM, HO CKOpee BCEero OH
nonpocTy OTHAN MWUNOBUAHYIO AeBuuy Yy denbamapliana, ga eule, HaBepHoe, NPUCTbIAWA
CTapuKa 3a HEMPUINYHOE ANA ero NOYTEHHbIX NeT cnactontobme — 06bIYHO CBETNENWMNIA KHA3b
He LLepeMOHUACA C NoAAAHHbIMW CBOEro MoBenuTens, 6bla ¢ HAMM Harn 1 gep3ok. Y camoro
MeHwunKoBa MapTa NpoXKmaa ToxKe Hefoaro. K aTomy BpeMeHu CBETNEMLINI KHA3b Hasyman
OCTENEHUTBbCA, U Yy HEero MnoABWaacb HEBeCTa M3 MNPUANYHON [BOPAHCKOM cembn — [apbsA
ApceHbeBa. CBA3b ¢ IMOAAHLCKON HANOXKHULEN MOr1a NOBpeaAnTb MeHLWMKOBY, AYyMaBLLUEMY O
pecnektabenbHom byaywem. Cayynnocb Tak, yto lNeTp, 6biBas B gome y cBoero ¢aBopwuTa,
nosHakomwmaca ¢ MapTo...

B oTKpoBeHuax Kanpana KobblAMHA ecTb MbiCab, YTO EKaTepuHa ¢ nomolbio MeHWwunKosa K
KO/I40BCTBa NPMBOPOXKMAA Lapa K cebe. KOHEYHO, HUKAKOro NPMBOPOTHOTO 3e/1bA He 6blNo, HO
ABa daKTa A0CTOMHbI Hawero ocoboro BHMMaHMA. PakT nepsbliit. Ha BClO KM3Hb EKaTepuHa U
MeHLWMKOB COXPaHWAM TecHylo ApyKby. Bnocneactsmu, yesxas B NOXoAbl BMeCTe C Lapem,
MMEHHO CBeT/NeMlemMy KHA3I U ero cembe EKaTepuHa nopyyana camoe AO0poroe, 4To y Hee
6b110, — AeTel, 1 3a UX cyabby OHa Moraa 6biTb CMOKOWHA — HAaAEKHbIM ANeKcallKa HMKoraa He
noABoaun ee, AeTU OblAM  OKpyKeHbl 3abOTOM WM BHMMaHWeM. MmnepaTpuua nucana
cBeT/eMwemy LWYTAMBbIE MWUCbMa, Aapuna emy nofapku. Koraa »Ke HeuyucTblit Ha pyky
MeHLWMKOB Nonaganca M Had HUM HauyMHana packaumeaTbCA NETAA BUCEAWLDbI, MMMepaTpuua



npuxoauna emy Ha NOMOLWb M OTroBapuBana LLApA OT KPYTOW pacrnpasbl C CUATENbHbIM
KasHOKpaAom. M oH, cooTBeTCTBEHHO, NaaTtua EKatepuHe Tol e moHeTon. OHa Bceraa morna
onepeTbca 0 ero BepHOe N HagexKHoe naevo. Peub He LWna 34ech 0 I060BHON CBA3M UAMU TEMbIX
BOCMOMMHaHUAX CTapoi, nopocuieit bbiabem nob68M. MeHlunKoBa U EkaTepuHy obbeauHANo
MHoe — 06LlHOCTL UX cyabbbl. O6a OHW, BbIXOALbI U3 HMU30B, MPe3npaemble W OCYXKaaemble
3aBUCT/IMBON 3HATblO, MOMAWU YyUENeTb, Wb MNOAAEPKMBAA OAMH APYroro. Ta ApyrKeckas,
[oBeputesnibHasa cBA3b CO0bLLHMKOB, cobpaTbes no cyabbe Hbiia NpoyYHee U A0NTOBEYHEN UHOM
WHTUMHOM 61130CTHU.

daKT BTOPON, TaKKe HaBeAHHbI paccka3om Kanpana KobblavHa O NPUBOPOTHOM 3efibe.
MpuBasaHHOCTL UapA K MapTe-EkaTepuHe 6blna TaKoOM CUALHOM W AOAMOK, YTO MHOTMM
COBPEeMEeHHUKaM Kasanocb — 6blJI0 Kakoe-TO NPUBOPOTHOE 3e/1be, He MOFN0 He 6biTb! Kak 6bl
MHaye NMGNAHACKAA NAEHHMLA MOraa MoimMaTb B CBOM CETM [PO3HOMO LAaps, KOTOpPbIN
BNOCNEACTBUM NO 3TOMY NOBOAY 6€33106HO WYTUA B NUCbME K 3KeHe: « TaK-To Bbl, EBUHbI A0YKH,
AenaeTe Hag, cTapukamu!»

OpHaKo BCeEMy eCTb U CBOe nparmatuyeckoe obbacHeHMe. OHO NIeXXUT B UCTOPUK XK3HM MNeTpa
[0 TOro CaMoro gHA, Korga oH B gome MeHwurKoBsa ysmaen Mapty. Beab 0 atoro cemeiHasn
KM3Hb lNeTpa cknagbisanacs naoxo. B 1689 roay, efsa Lapto UCNOJAHUAOCE CEMHAALATb /IET, ero
KeHUnn Ha EBookum JlonyxuHol. I3To 6bin HGpak no pacyety, CAeNaHHOMY MPUABOPHOW
rpynnuMpoBkoi maTepu [leTpa, BAOBOIM uapuubl HaTanbu, KOoTopas B TOT MOMEHT YMNOPHO
WHTPUroBana MNPOTUB MapPTUM NpaBUTENbHUUBI LapeBHbl CodbK, CTPEMMBLUENACA OTTECHUTb
MeTpa u ero cembto oT BAacTU. C camoro Havyasa Mo0L0XKEHbI OKa3annUCb UrpyLLIKAaMK B pyKax
NPUABOPHbIX MHTPUTAHOB, U X YYBCTBAMM, ECTECTBEHHO, HUKTO He MHTepecoBascsa. Nog ogHoM
KpbIWEen Cynpyrn NpoXuan noutu AecAtb neT. EBOOKMA poauna Tpex CbIHOBEN, M3 KOTOPbIX
BbIXKWJ, HA CBOE HecyacTbe, TO/NbKO LapeBuy AneKkcein. bpak He bbin cyactamsbiM. JlonyxmHa
6blna ABHO He napa [leTpy, OHW KaK Obl KWAW B pasHoe Bpems, B pa3Hbix Bekax: leTp B
eBponerickom XVIII Beke, ¢ ero cBob60AON, OTKPbLITOCTbIO, NparmatMamom, a EBaokus,
BOCMUTAHHAA B TPAgMLMAX NaTpuapxasbHOM NPaBOC/IAaBHOW CEMbM, OCTaBanacb B pycckom XVII
BeKe, TpebOBaBLIEM OT KEHLMHbI TONbKO MNOKOPHOCTH, 60roboA3HEHHOCTH, CNea0BaHUS
obblyaam 1 npeanucaHmam Jomoctposa. B cemenHolt apame lMeTpa oTpasunica obLLEeCTBEHHbIM
pPas/fioM, Cepbe3Hbll COLMalbHbIM M HPABCTBEHHbINM KOHGAMKT — HeusberkHoe crneacTeue
paAuvKanbHbiX npeobpasoBaHun M pesotoumii. opbiBUCTOCTb, HecuepeMOHHOCTb, 3roM3m
MeTpa CTanKMBaZMCb C YNPsSIMCTBOM WM HenoBO/bLCTBOM EBOOKMM — 0cobbl camontobusoi,
CTpONTUBON M BONeBOM. [eTp Bce ualle ye3xkan U3 ABopua Ha Bepdu, Nonesble y4veHus,
OTNpaBAAnCA B gajsbHue nyTewectsua, a EBAOKMA, He »KenaBwas MeHATb CBOM YCTOABLUMIACA
BEKAMW CTWUJ/Ib KU3HWU PYCCKOM Lapuubl, cuaena, nogxuaaa myxa, 8 Mockse. MNponacte mexay
cynpyramu ¢ rogamu Bce yraybnsnacb. MNeTpy, ¢ ero MHTepecamun 1 BKycamu, 6bl1a HyXKHa Ans
CYaCTbA APYras »KeHlWMHa — ofeTas Mo HOBOM MOZe, BECENAsA M IOBKaA MapTHepLla B TaHLaAX,
OTBA)KHAA CNyTHULA B TAXKUX NOXOAaX, MOMOLLHMLA B HEMPeCTaHHbIX Tpygax. PassAska
Hactynuna 8 1698 rogy. Bo3Bpawascb W3 3arpaHWYHOro nyTewectsuAa no Espone, uapb
pacnopaguaca oTnpaBuUTb KEHY B MOHACTbIPb TaK, 4Tobbl B MOCKBe U ayxa ee He 6bi1o. C Tex
nop Lapb CTaa OTKPLITO €3auTb B Hemeuxkyto cnoboay, B Lom BUHOTOprosLa MoHCca, rge una
ero ntoboBHULA AHHA MoHC, AHxeH. Mx Korga-To Mo3Hakomua 6AMMKanwWwuKi npuatenb ULaps



weenuapey, ®paHy, SlebopT — YenoBeK Becesbli, 40OPbLIM, KomnaHecknit. Ho n B gome AHxeH
MeTp He Hawen cyacTbA. MpenectHaa 6enokypas KpacaBuua AHXEH TOJIbKO BHELWHe oTBevasna
medyTam [leTpa. AHxeH 6blna 3aypAagHOM  MelllaHKOW, 6loprepliein, KOTOpPOW XOTenocb
COCTOATE/IbHOM, Pa3MepPEHHOM, TUXOM KU3HW B YIOTHOM goMme. JIlob6oBb MNeTpa oTKpbiBaia nepes,
HEeW roNI0BOKPYKUTE/bHbIE TOPU3OHTLI CNaBbl, 6oratcTea, noyeta. OHa moraa bbl CTaTb PYCCKOM
uapuueli! HamepeHus MeTpa 6blM cepbe3Hbl — HECKO/BKO IET CNYCTA NOC/e pa3pbiBa ¢ AHXEH,
8 1707 roay, OH C 40CaA0M FOBOPUA KeHUXY AHHbI MPYCCKOMY NOCAaHHUKY Keli3epaunHry, 4To oH
«BOCMUTbLIBAA AeBunUy MOHC Ans cebs C UCKPEHHUM HaMeEPEHWEM XKEHWUTbCA Ha Hel». ITomy
MOXHO NOBEPUTb — BeAb KEHWUJ/ICA Ke OH Ha He3HATHOWN EKaTepuHe M caoenan ee, BYEPALLHIO0D
npayky, uapuuen. na AHxeH cBA3b C uapem bblna daHTAacTMYECKOM yaadyel, HO OHa el He
BOCnonb3oBanacb. CekpeT NPocT — AHXEH He ntobuna Lapsa M He Moria npeoaoseTb B cebe
HEeNPUATUA ero A0BOJIbHO AMKUX MOB3aJOK WM TAXENOro xapaktepa. OHa He xoTena AennTtb C
uapem ero 6e3ymHyto, HECMOKOMHYIO, YaCTO XMEIbHYO M OMACHYHO YKU3Hb BEYHOIO CTPaHHMKa B
cobcTBeHHOM cTpaHe. B 1702 roay YTOHYN CaKCOHCKUIA NOcnaHHUK B Poccnmn KeHurceH, 1 B ero
b6ymarax obHapyXunuce ntoboBHble NMCbMa OT AHXeH. Llapb 6bi1 BHe cebsa oT ropeyuun 1 gocagbl.
OH npuKasan nocaantb AHXEH U ee POACTBEHHWKOB MO, AOMALLHMA apecT M NPoAepKan Ux Tak
HeckonbKo neT. C 1702 roaa MNeTp y)Ke He BCTpeyanca ¢ AHXEH, HO Mbl 3HaeM TOYHO, YTO ele
[,0/1r0 OH NepeXkunBas paspblB CO CBOEM NepBoi 1t060BbIO.

EkaTepuHa bblia XKEeHWUHOM coBceM Apyron, yem EBOOKMA MAM AHxeH. PaHO BblpBaHHasA U3
NPMBbLIYHOM ANA Hee TPagULMOHHOM MO4YBbl, C AETCTBa MO3HaBWwasa M Ao0bpo M 310, OHa
obnasana peaKoCTHbIM YMEHMEM MPUCIocobUTbLCA K KMU3HWU. C paBHbIM YyCNeXom OHa MOrna
CTaTb BEPHOW KeHol wBeackoro Tpybaya, 6e3ponoTHON npaykoit cTaporo ¢enbamapliana,
NtoboBHULEN MeHwWwmnKoBa. CNOKOMHO NpUHAMA OHA W NpeaHa3HavyeHue cyabbbl cTaTb Lapuuei
— BCE 3aBMCEJIO OT 0BCTOATENbCTB XKU3HU.

MapTa MHTYUTUBHO Hall/la eAMHCTBEHHO BEPHbIN NyTb K cepauy MeTpa 1, cTaB NnoHavyany o4HOM
M3 ero MeTpecc, A0rO, War 3a Warom, Npeoao/siesana ero Hegosepue 1 60A3Hb OWNEUTLCA, U B
KOHEYHOM cyeTe A0CTUIIa CBOEN Leaun.

MepBblit pa3 EkaTepuHa ynommHaeTca B nMcbme MeHLWMKoBa, KOTOpPbIN Haxoauaca ¢ MeTpom B
KosHo (KayHace) BecHoit 1705 roaa. LLina BoiHa. MeHwwmnKoB Hanucan B MOCKBY NMMCbMO CBOEM
HeBecTe [lapbe ApceHbeBon 1 Nepeaan npukas MNetpa npucnatb B KoBHo «KaTepuHy Tpybauesy,
[a C Hew ApYrnx ABYyX AEBOK HEMEAJIEHHO Ke» AnA Toro, Ytobbl OHW NPUBEAU B NOPAAOK
CKPOMHbIN rapaepob uaps, NOCTUPAAN M YTO-TO 3aLUTOMANM U3 ero oAexabl. Kak mMbl BUANUM,
EkaTepuHa, nonyuymslian Gbamuanio no BOMHCKON npodeccum cBoero nepBoro Mmyka (oT ciosa
«Tpybayu»), ynoMMHaEeTCcA B YMC/Ie APYIMX «4EBOK». HO npumeyaTenbHO, YTO AEBOK AN WTOMNKM
W CTUPKM NpeanMcaHo npucnaTe M3 MOCKBbI — KaK BUAHO, 61MKe HAUTU BblI0 HEBO3MOMKHO,
WAN, MOXKEeT ObiTb, OHM Jyylwe CcTMpanan M wTonaam? To, 4yTo EkatepuHa 6blna noHayany
npucayroin MeTtpa, BUAHO M U3 LWYTKM MMNeEPaATPULpbl, KOTOPas MHOFO JIeT CNycTA B NUCbme
Cynpyry, Hamekasa Ha HOBbIX METPecCc LapA, NULIET, YTO, MOXKET ObiTb, elwe U OHa, «CcTapas
NOpPTOMOA», EMY NPUTOANTCA.



MpumepHo ¢ 1705 roaa nonoxkeHue EKaTepuHbl HaYMHAET MeHsTbeA. MeTp — 3TO Ypes3BblYalHO
BaXXHO — MpPM3HaN AeTel, KOTopbiX OHa poxana. B mapte 1705 roga uapb nucan [apbe
ApceHbeBoM U ee cecTpe BapBape — nogpyrKkam EkaTepuHbl: «MoxKanynte, MaTyLIKKW, MaTYLUKW,
He MOKWHbTE MNeTPYLKN... MPUKAXKUTE cAeNaTb CbiIHY MOEMY NAaTbe W... MPUKAXKNUTE, YTOD emy
6b1710 NUTb-eCTb A0BOILHO». OCEHbIO TOrO e roga EkatepuHa pogmna BTOporo cbiHa, Masna, 1
B O4HOM M3 NMUCEM MpMKasana NOCTaBUTb TaKylo noanunck — «Cam-TpeTb», TO eCTb OHA U ABoe
petveir. Masen u lMeTp Bckope ymepan. Ho HecyacTbA He pacCTpPOUN OTHOLIEHMW LapA C
EkaTepmHon. OH BCe cu/ibHEEe NMPUBA3bLIBANACA K HEW M BCerga Haxogun Bpems, 4Tobbl nocnaTb
ManieHbKUI TOCTUHEL, M/IM KOPOTKYIO 3aMMCKy O CBOEeM XU3HW. Mucan oH 1 B MpeobparkeHckoe —
NoAMOCKOBHbIN ABOpPEL, rAe HECKOJIbKO MepBbIX 16T NPoXKMAa EkatepuHa.

MpeobparkeHcKoe bblo oTYynum gomom lMeTpa. 3aech, M3rHaHHbIN LapesHoi Codbeit U3 Kpemns,
OH NpoBes CBOE AEeTCTBO U HHOCTb. B MNMpeobparkeHCKOM Xuna Ao camon cmepTtn B 1692 rogy
ero matb uapuua Hatanbsa. B nepsble roabl CeBepHO BOWMHbI B [peobparkeHCKoM Kuna
mnaglas cectpa MeTpa, HaTanba — ero camblii 6AM3KMIA Nocie CMepTM maTepu yenosek. O
MpeobparkeHCKOM TrOBOPWMAM KaK 06 OCTPOBKE HOBOrO €BPOMENCcKoro 6biTa M CBETCKOro
obxoxaeHuna. Ha Bcto MocKBy Oblfl M3BeCTEH W NPUABOPHbLIM TeaTp B [peobparkeHcKom —
3penuiLe pegKoe, HeobblKHOBEHHOE B TorgalHel Poccun. Ero cosgarteniem u pexxuccepom
6blna cecTpa MNeTpa.

Bokpyr oblwmTensHon u pobpoxkenaTtesnbHoOW cecTpbl eTpa CAOMKMACA KPYKOK MOAOAbIX
MeHWMH, 6AU3KMX el no Ayxy U uHTepecam. Cpeaun Hux Bblaensnncb AHucba Tonctas u ase
cecTpbl ApceHbeBbl, 04Ha U3 KOTOpbIX — [lapba — xoanna B HeBecTax AnekcaHapa MeHwWwuWKoBa.
34ech e 6blM 1 ABe PoAHble CECTPbl CBETAEMWEro KHA3A. He cay4aliHo, YTO MMEHHO cloda — B
MpeobparkeHCKoe, K CecTpe M ee KPYXKKy, U npuctpoun MNetp cBoo ANGAAHACKYIO NAEHHULY
MapTy. B Apy*KECKOM, MUPHOM OKPY}KEeHUN ee obyd4ann obblyasam Poccum, asbiky. Ee HasBanu
HOBbIM MMeHeMm — EKaTepuHa AnekceeBHa. OTYECTBO OHa MPUHAMA OT CBOErO KPecTHOro oTua —
tOHOro LapeBnya Anekces lMeTposuya, cBoero 6yayLLero nacbiHKa M 3aKNATOro Bpara.

MoHayany MNeTp He nNucan camon EkatepuHe, oH obpalanca 6osee K Hatanbe, npoca nepeaatb
NPUBETbHI KKaK OpyXue HOCALMM, TaK U Uy aepxawmmy». Cpeam nocneaHux nogpasymesanacb
EkaTepuHa. Bce OKpyKalollme nNpeKpacHO BWAENM, KTO BAACTHO B/eyeT LUApA B
MNpeobparkeHCKOe, K KOMY OH CMEeWnT U3 AasbHUX NOX0A0B. [peobparkeHCKN Nepmog, }U3HM
EKkaTepuHbl 6bln ANA Hee ucnbiTaTe/lbHbIM CPOKOM. M OHa ero ycnewHo Bblgep:kana. Ceoel
MW/IOW, MSATKOM MaHepon noBegeHus, TPyAo/tobMeM W  HenpUXOTAMBOCTbIO EKaTepuHa
NMOHPaBW/IACb OKPYKAIOWMUM, U OAHAXKAbI KTO-TO U3 B/IM3KMX POACTBEHHUKOB NOCOBETOBAN Lapto
6pPOCUTb CBOWM CKUTAHUSA U KEHUTbCA HA Hel. K aTomy geno wino yxKe aasHo. MNeTp n EkaTepuHa
daKkTnyeckm coctoann B bpaKke, npasBaa, He B LEepKoBHOM. HO 3aTo OH 6bln peanbHbIM WU
npoyHbiMm. B AHBape 1707 roga lMeTp, Haxo4ACb B noxoae, MoJydna U3BECTUE O POXKAEHMMU
poyepu EkatepuHbl. B nucbme EKaTepuHa-cTapwas wytuna no 3ToMy NOBOAY: POXAeEHWe
OEBOYKM — Xopollasa npumeTta — K mupy. Len cambiii choxHbii nepmnog CeBepHON BOWHBDI,



wBeabl U3rHaAN PYCCKY0 apMuto M3 3aHATon umun Monbwin, u Kapn Xl rotoBun BTOp)KEHUE B
Poccuto. lMonoxeHne 6blN0 KpaHe onacHoe, [leTp uckan mupa ¢ Kapaom, Ho ToT,
BOMHCTBEHHbIM N KPOBOXKAAHbLIN, yNPAMO He 3aMedan NpoTAHYTOM AN mupa pyku Metpa. Llapb
)KMBO OTO3Ba/icA Ha WYTKy EKaTepuHbl: «Ecnm Tak cTtaHeTua, TO MoOYHO b6onwe pagy ObiTb
[o4epu, HexXenn ABYM CbiIHam».

He 6yanem 3abbiBaTb MpM 3TOM, YTO MY)KUMHA-MOHAPX BCErga Me4YTaeT Mpexae Bcero o
HacneAHUKax-ManbyunKax. Hago gymatb, Metp 6bin 6narogapeH EKaTeprHe 3a YMECTHYIO LYTKY,
3ab60Ty, TOHKOE NoHWMaHMe ero npobiem. Ho mup B sHBape 1707 roaa 6bin TaK Ke Aanek, Kak u
B Hayasie BOMHbI, — TOr4a Uapb He 3Haj, YTo BOWMHa OyAeT TAHYTbCA elle LeblX YeTblpHagLaTh
net! B aHBape 1708 roga, Koraa Kapn nepewen B pelnTeNbHOE HACTYMN/JeHWe, NOJIoXKEHUe
CTafNo NoYyTn oT4yasHHbIM — MeTp bykBanbHO 6exkan u3 MpoaHO BCero 3a ABa 4Yaca 4O 3axBaTa
weefamu ropoga. K stomy BpemeHW OTHOCUTCA TOPOM/MBAA 3anNUCKa LApA, KOTOPYI HYXKHO
6bl/I0 MOHMMATbL KaK 3aBellaHMe: ecan YTO C HUM CAy4yuTcs, TO «OoTaaTb KaTepwuHe.. u 3
AEBOYKOIO» TPU TbicAYM pybneir. 3To 6blNO BCE, YTO OH, CONAAT, MAYLWMIA B CMepTeibHbIN 6on,
Mor caenatb Ana 61M3Koro emy YenoBseka.

Mucbma Tex TPeBOXKHbIX NeT H6o/blie HAMOMMHAIOT NOCNEeLWHbIe 3anNnUCKM NHBALLMX O BCTpeYax,
KOTOpble BCe BpemMsa MNpPUXoaUTCA NepeHOCUTb, OTMEHATb, CKyYas W TpeBOXKacb A0ATUM
MOJIYAaHMEM [0pPOroro YenoBeKa, /IoBA OOPbIBKM CMYTHbIX CNyXOB. «B agHoW npaBoit pyke, —
nucan MNetp EKatepmHe B 1712 roay, — NPUHYKAEH AEp)KaTb WnNary U nepo, a NOMOYHMKOB
CKOJIKO, cama 3Haewb». [a wu EKatepyHa NOMOYb €My He MOorna, OHa MOoraa /ullb
NOCOYYyBCTBOBaTb, NOAAEPKATb.

HakoHew, Hactynun 1709 rog, — roa 6auctatenbHOM nobeapbl pycCKOM apMuUM Haf WBedamm nog,
Montasoit. Moryuwectso Kapna Xll 6b110 cnomneHo okoH4aTesnbHo M 6ecnoBopoTHo. Koneco
BOMHbI MOKATU/IOChb YXe C BOCTOKA HA 3amnaf, BCe pa3om Nepeme HUNOCb. YBEPEHHOCTb U
cnokoncteme nossasawTca B lMeTpe — nobeautene Kopons-BMKMHra. Llapb cnokoeH 3a CBOWO
IOHYlO, OCHOBaHHYt0 B 1703 roay ctonunuy CaHKT-NeTepbypr, OH ycTpanBaeTca 34ecb HaBceraa,
NepeBO3NT B HOBbLIN FOPOSA, YYPEKAEHMA, CNELMNT C 3aCTPOMKOMN ero yauu, YKpenaaeT MOPCKYH
Kpenoctb KpoHwTtaar. Mepesosut B MeTepbypr oH M uyneHoB cembM PomaHoBbIX. C HUMMMU
npuesxaet B Netepbypr EkaTepmHa. Tenepb OHa BCe Yalle U Yalle ¢ Lapem. MNpaBaa, ¢ 4eTbmu
UM NO-NpeXHeMy He Be3eT — OHM YMUPAKT OAMH 3a APYrMM B MJafeH4YecKkom Bo3pacTte. Ho
poauTenn no obbl4ato Tex BpeMeH OTHOCATCA K 3TOMY CNOKOMHO: «bor gan — bor v B3san», byayt
euwe 1 HoBble geTu. TaK ycnokansaeT uapb EKaTepmnHy B ogHom 13 cBomx nmucem. B 1708 rogy
poaunace Aoyb AHHa, a 18 aekabpa 1709 roga — Enmsaseta. MNpowno nonroga, u 1 mas 1710
roga MNetp nabin B GUHCKMX LIXEpAx HAa HOBOM Kopabe, HocALlem MMA ero goyvepu — «J/lnseta,
W nncan nucbMo EkaTepuHe, B KOTOPOM nepesasan NpuBeETbl CBOEN BONbLION ceMbe — TaK KPYTO
nepemMeHuiacb XOOCTALKaA M3Hb Uapa: «OTgam MOM  MOK/OH.. CecTpe, HeBecke,
nAeMAHHMLAM U MPOTYMM, U AOMALLHUM; MANEHKUX NOLanyi, a Haunave Bcex M Hanbonwe Bcex
M HauBsALLE BCEX MOKNOHWUCb.. YETBEPHOM AanywKe». Tak HasbiBas OH MAAALWYID U CamMylo
Ntobumyto goub EnnMsaBeTy, KOTopas TOIBKO YTO Havasia N0A3aTb HA YETBEPEHbKaAX.



Mpowen ewe roa, n BecHoh 1711 roga Ha4vanacb BoMHA c Typumen — MOLLHBIM HOXKHbIM
cocegom. ITa BoOMHa bOblna Taxenoh ans Poccuu: BoeBaTb Ha ABa ¢poHTa — CO WBEeJAMU U
TYpKamu — 6b1710 onacHo. U MeTp ycTpemuaca Ha tor, 4Tobbl yBECTM BOMHY C TypKaMu nogasblie
OT YKpauHbl 1 MNonbliM — OCHOBHOrO TeaTpa BOEHHbIX aehcteuii CeBepHOM BOMHbI. [ypHble
npeayYyBCTBUA MYUYMIM LAPA Nepes 3TUM MOXOA0M, KKOTOPOro KoHel, bor BecTb», Kak n1can oH
MeHwuKosy, octaBwemycsa B lNeTepbypre. MNepes cambim OTbe3A0OM — a B MOXOA OH B3AA C
coboli EKaTepuHy — OH caenan To, K yemy 6bin 4aBHO roToB, — 06bABMJ O MOMOJIBKE C HEl U yXKe
c Aoporu nucan MeHLWKKOBY, B NeTepbyprckom asopLe KOToporo 6eranm ero agovyepu AHHyLIKa
1 JTIn3oHbKa, YTObbI BEepHbI AnekcaHap No3aboTuaca 0 HUX, eCN AEeBOYKM OCTAHYTCA CUPOTaMMU.
Hy a ecnn bor byget mmaoctus 1 gapyet nobeay mam xota 6bl 6n1aronony4yHoe BO3BpalleHue
AOMOW, TO T'yNsATb UM Ha cBaabbe MNeTpa n EKaTepuHbl B «Napaamse» — Tak Has3biBan Lapb CBOM
MeTepbypr — CKPOMHbIN eLle ropoaoK Ha bepery Hesbl.

B Havane ntoHA 1711 rofa TYpKU Cymenun OKPYKUTb PYCCKYo apmuto B Mongasum Ha peke MNpyT.
Mx uyncneHHoe NpPeBOCXOACTBO, HEMPEPbIBHbIM MJOTHLIM OroHb, HexBaTKa 6oenpunacos,
NPoAO0BOLCTBUA U BOAbI Y PYCCKOM apMUM — U BCE 3TO MNOA NAaNAWUM MONSABCKUM COSTHUEM —
cOoenann  HeckosbKo  AgHeil  6nokaabl  cywum  agom  gaa  Tpuyméartopos  [ontasbl,
paccyMTbIBaBLUMM Ha nerkyto nobeay. Hanbonee gpamaTuyHoi ctana Houb ¢ 10 Ha 11 wmions,
Korga, nocne AONArMX NeperoBopoB W nepenucku, MeTp, OTYAABLUUCL 3aKAHOUUTL C TYpKamu
CKOJIbKO-HNOYAb NpuUemMaembin MWUp, NpepBas MHOFOYAacCOBOW BOEHHbIM COBET M NpWKasan
reHepasam rotToBUTbCA HAyTPO K MpopbIBY. ITO HbIIO CMepTeIbHO OMnacHo, Aaa ociabneHHoM’
PYCCKOM apMuKM NPOpPbIB Yepes No3uLMM TYPOK MOT KOHYMUTBLCA KaTacTpodoi, rMbenbto ayuwmx
BOWCK, NN1EHEHMEM CAaMOrO LLapsa U KpyleHWem AAA HOBOM Poccnm Bcex AOCTUMKEHUI, A TaKKe

Hagexn Ha byayulee.

B aTOT momeHT EKaTepuHa npoasuaa my»KecTBO, BOAO M HaxoaumsocTb. Moka lMeTp oTabixan
nepes yTpeHHen aTakon, OHa, He CNPOCACb Y MyXa, BHOBb CObpana BOEHHbIN COBET, KOTOPOW
NOKa3aa KpaiHo OMNacHOCTb NPUHATOrNO peLleHus o NpopbiBe. 3aTem OHa pa3byauna MNetpa u
YyroBopu/aa ero HanucaTtb ele o4HO, NociefHee MUCbMO TypPeLKOMY F1aBHOKOMaHAyoWwemy —
Bu3mpto MexmeT-nawe. K atomy nucbMy, Kak CBUAETENbCTBYET JiereHga, Talkom OT Laps
EkaTepuHa nNpuaoXKMaa BCe CBOWM ApPAroueHHOCTU. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO U pewmnno geno — yTpom
BM3MPb Aasn COrnacuMe Ha NeperoBopbl M 3aKA0YMA C PycCKMMK mup. Kowmap MNpyTa gnsa pycckux
3aKOHYMACA.

[dBaauath yeTBepToro Hosbpa 1714 roaa, Harpakaasa XeHy TO/IbKO YTO yUperKAeHHbIM OpEeHOM
CeaTolt EKaTepuHsbl, MeTp ckasan, yTo 3TOT OPAEH «yYMHEH B NamaTb 6bITHOCTM EA Benndectsa B
6atanuu c Typku y MpyTa, rae B TaKOe ONacHOE BPEMS He AKO *KEeHA, HO AIKO MYXCKaA NepcoHa
BMAMMaA BCeMm bblna», MNo3sKe, B ykase 1723 roaa o KOpoHaummn EKaTepuHbl, OH BHOBb BCMIOMHMA
3710c4acTHbIV MpyT 1 MyxecTBo cBoei 6boeBolt noapyrn. K aTomy BpemeHu cynpyru coBepLinam
HEeMano NOXOA0B U TO/MbKO UTO BEPHY/IUCb U3 Aa/ibHETO M OMAaCHOro BOEHHOro MyTeLlecTBus B
Mepcuto— MNepcmackoro noxoga, rae EkaTepuHa 6bina, Kak Bcerga, CNOKOWHa, Tepnenvsa U



paccyauTenbHa. Taxenee sBcero EKaTepuHe AaBanncb MOPCKME MOXOAbl — OYEBUAHO, OHA He
BbIHOCM/Ia MOPCKOM KauyKM, TaK YTO LApb 4acTo OTMNPaBAAACA B NNaBaHWE OAMH, PEryaapHo
nocblNas }Aayliei ero Ha 6epery KeHe 3anncky 0 CBOMX Aenax U camodyBcTeuK, 6narogapumn 3a
NpUCAaHHble CNaA0CTH, BYTbINOUYKY BUHA UK KNYBHUKY.

Mo Bo3BpalieHnM u3 MpyTckoro noxoga, B despane 1712 roaa NPou3oWNO AOATOXKAAHHOE
cobbiTMe — BeH4YaHue u cBagbba MeTpa n EkaTepuHbl. ITO 6blna HETPAAULMOHHAA LApCKas
cBagbba C ee MbIWHLIMU U JOATUMM LEPEMOHMAMM, a CKPOMHaA cBafabba KOHTpagmupana
MNetpa MuxaihnoBa — no4 TakMm nmeHem npoxoaun MNetp cnyKby Ha ¢pnoTe. B nocaxkeHble oTubl
OH, KaK NOYTUTE/IbHbIM CNyXKaKa, MPUTAacua CBOErO HENOCPEACTBEHHOIO MOPCKOIO HAYaIbHUKA,
Buue-agMupana KopHenns Kptoica, a TakKe Apyrux agMmpanos u Bbiclimx oduuepos. Cpeam
HEMHOIOYMCNEHHbIX TOCTEN, MPUrNAlIEHHbIX Ha BEHYaHWe B MPWUABOPHYIO LEPKOBb ABOPLA
MeHwWwunKoBa, 6bIIM MOPAKK, KOPABAECTPOUTENN N KX KeHbl. BAVKHUMK AeBULAMMK, KOTOPbIe
Hecnu 3a EkaTepuHoi wneid, BbICTYNaan ase NpenectHble, n3sAliHble U BaxkHble 0cobbl. OgHoM
6bl10 NATb, @ Apyro — Tpu roga: 3to bbian aodvepu AHHa MeTpoBHa U Enusaserta MeTpoBHa.
Ob6oiana ¢ maTepblo BOKPYr aHaN0si, OHW CTAHOBW/INCb 3aKOHHbIMM AeTbMM cynpyros. «Ho Tak
KaK BCA LEPEMOHMA CAMWKOM Obl yTOMMAQ 3TUX MANIONETHUX MPUHLECC, — C UCKPEHHUM
oropyeHmem OTMEYaeT aHMIMACKUI NOCNAaHHMK Yapab3 YUTBOPT, — OHM MOKa3aancCb TOAbKO Ha
KOPOTKOE BPeMs, a 3aTem Dbl 3aMeHeHbI ABYMS NJIEMAHHULAMM Lapsa».

MamaATHbIM deBpanbcknii aeHb 1712 roaa uapb NPOBes TaK, Kak Bcerga medytan: cobpan
NPUATHbIX €My roCTel, BEHYA/ICA B YIOTHOM LLePKBM, a MOTOM, Onepeams BCEX, MOMYA/CA B CBOM
ABopedu, rge 6bl1 HakpbIT cBagebHbIM CTOM, MU BMECTe CO CAyramMu Bellan Hag CTOJIOM HOBYIO
JIOCTPY Ha LWECTb CBeYel, KOTopYl A0Arne Mecsubl TO4MA Ha TOKAapPHOM CTaHKe. «ObLwecTBo
6b1710 61MCcTaTeIbHBIM, — 3aKOHYMA CBOE A0HeceHMe o cBaabbe pycckoro agmupana YUtsopT, —
BMHO NPEBOCXOLHOE, BEHIEPCKOE, U, YTO OCOBEHHO NPUATHO, FOCTEN HE NPUHYKAANM NUTb €ro B
Yype3BblYaiHOM KosiM4ecTBe... Beuep 3akoHuYMACA Banom un dpeitepBepKom...»

NTaK, yKe HUKTO He umen npasa obpawatbcA K EKaTepuMHe WHaye Kak K «Ee uapckomy
BE/INYECTBY», M KaK Bbl 3HaTEH HW OblN NoAAAHHBIN LApULbl, OH cunTancs ee pabom. EKaTepuHa
He OblNa KPacMBOM KEHLWMHON — 06 3TOM rOBOPAT MHOFOYMUC/IEHHbIE MOPTPETHI, Aa U OT3bIBbl
COBPEMEHHUKOB. B Hell He 6bl0 HM aHresIbCKOM KpacoTbl ee aodvepwu EnnsaseTbl, HM
YyTOHUeHHOro wu3dAuwecrsa ExkatepuHbl Il Lupokasa B KOCTAX, NO/HAA, 3aropenas, Kak
NPOCTONIIOAMHKA, OHa Kasanacb HabsoaaTensm A0BOJIbHO By/brapHoi. C npespuTenbHbiM
HegoymeHMem cmoTpena B 1718 roay mapkrpadmHa BunbrenbmuHa banpeiitckas Ha
npuexaswyto B bepnvH EkatepuHy: «lUapuua maneHbKasa, KOpeHacTasa, O4YeHb CMmyraas,
HeNpeAcCTaBUTEbHAA M HeM3sWHas JKeHWMHa. J[oCTaTO4HO B3MSHYTb Ha Hee, 4TOObI
[0rafatbCA O ee HU3KOM MpoucxoxaeHuun. Ee H6e3BkycHoe niatbe MMeEeT BWUA, KYMJEHHOro Yy
CTapbeBLUMKa, OHO CTaPOMOAHO M MOKPbLITO cepebpom u rpasbio. Ha Hel AloKMHA OpAEeHOB U
CTO/IbKO »Ke 06pa3KoB M MefanboOHOB C MoLLaMu, brarogapa aTOMy KOr4a OHa UAET, TO KarKeTca,



yTo Npubamkaetca myn». Ho He byaem M3nMWHE AOBEPUYMBLI K MHEHUIO 3TOM A3BUTE/IbHOM
JKEHLLMHbI, K TOMY }Ke OHa Bugena uapuuy aecatn net ot poay. CoxpaHUAUCh TaKkKe U gpyrue
CBMAETENbCTBA COBPEMEHHUKOB 0 EKaTepmHe. OHM 3aMOMHUAN, KaK U3ALLHO, JIOBKO U BECENO
TaHUeBasna npekpacHo ogeTtaa EKaTepuHa Ha H6anax, M Ayyliei napbl, YemM OHa C Lapem, TPYAHO
6b1710 1 NpeaCcTaBUTb.

Habnogatenn nopakanaucb ee HeyTOMMMOCTW, TepneHuto U cune. OAMH U3 oveBMALEB
paccKkasbiBas, Kak 6bl1 MocpamaeH aBCTPUMCKMIA MOCAAHHWK, npourpaslwimii EkaTepuHe Ha
Kakoi-To cBagbbe cocTA3aHMe NO MNOoAbeMYy OAHOW PYKOM TAMENOoro esna cBagebHoro
Mapuwana. [pyroi Habnogatenb, bacceBud, ycabilwan €A0Ba LapAa O TOM, YTO TOT HMKAK He
HaAMBUTCA TOW NErKocTu, C KoTopoi EKaTepmHa npespalLaeTca B Lapuuy, He 3abbiBas npu 3ToM
0 CBOEM MPOUCXOXKAEHUW. BbiBoA M3 BCcex 3TUX HabawoaeHui genaet bacceBuy Takoi: cBoMmu
ycnexamy B ¥u3HW ExkaTepuHa obA3aHa «He BOCMMTaHMIO, a AYLIEBHbIM CBOMM KayecTBam.
MoHAB, YTO ANA Hee AOCTaTOYHO WMCMO/HATL BaXKHOe CBOe NpeaHasHayeHWe, OHa OTBepria
BCAKOE Apyroe o6pa3oBaHue, KPOME OCHOBAHHOMO Ha OMbITE M Pa3MblLWAEHUNY.

HecomHeHHo, EKkaTepuHa o6nasana npupoaHOM TMOBKOCTbIO Yyma, TeM YyTbem, KoTopoe
No3BO/IANO el BecTu ceba ecTecTBeHHO, NPOCTO M AOCTOMHO. [lo Hawwux AHel gowno 6onee
COTHWM nucem ExkaTepuHbl 1 MeTpa, M, XOTA NPOLLNO yXe 6onblie AByX C NONOBMHON BEKOB, UX
TPYAHO YMTaTb KaK NPOCTO UCTOPMYECKNE JOKYMEHTbI. OT 3TUX NMCEM BEeT MHTUMHOM TenaoToM,
OHU HecyT B cebe cneapl rNybOKOro M B3aMMHOrO YyBCTBA, KOTOPOE CBA3bIBAIO MYXKUYUHY U
KEHLWMHY [Ba AecATunetva. Hamekm m LWyTKKU, 4acTo — NOYTU HEMnpUCTOMHble, TporaTe/ibHble
X/10NOTbI O 3/10pOBbE, H@30MaCHOCTM ApPYr Apyra U 6bonee BCero — NOCTOAHHAaA TOCKa M CKyKa 6e3
6/1M3KOro YyesioBeka — BeYyHaAa TemMa Nucem Ana Bcex Nbsauwmx Ha cesete. «lopa3go 6e3 Bac
cKyyato», «Ons bora npuerkkKante cKopAal, a eenu 3a Yem HEeBO3MOXHO CKOpo ObiTb,
OTNULLNTE, NOHEXe He 6e3 NeYann MHe B TOM, YTO HU CAbILLY, HU BUNKYY... TaKUMU NPU3HAHUAMU
nepecbinaHbl NMcbMa uapa. Ja n EKkatepuHa ckyyaet 6e3 MNeTpa. « O4eHb XopoLl, — NULIET OHa 06
«Oropoae» — JleTHem cage, — Tonbko 6e3 Bac rynaTb HEMNPUATHO, WU MOYUTAD K MOemy
Hec4yacTuto, YTo B CMM BPEMEHa IMLINAACh AaBHO C BamMM 3[eCb BECeNnTLa». — «A 4To nuuiellb, —
oTBeyaeT OH, — YTO CKYYHO rynaTb afiHOM, XOTA U XOpOoLl caj, Bepto Tomy, MBO Tex BeCcTn U 3a
MHoto. Tonbko monu Bora, 4Tob y:Ke cue neTo 6bi10 NociesHee B pasfiydeHMn a Bnpedb bbl
6bITb BMecTe». M OHa BHOBb NOAXBaTbIBAET 3Ty TEMY B CBOEM NUcbMe: « TOKMO Moanm bora: aa
[acT HaM, Kak no BallemMy HaMepeHuto, YTob cue NeTo yKe B nocnegHue bObiTb B TaKoM
pasny4yeHnn 1 Nakm NPocum ero BoxKeckyto MmMnocTb, Aabbl coBepluma obliee KenaHue Halley.

B 1717 roay MeTp, nyTewecTBys 3a rpaHuUen U MmeyTasa caenatb KeHe UCTUHHO KOPOEBCKUIA
NnoAapoK, peLmnn 3akasaTb B bproccene sHameHUTbIE KpykeBa. OH Hanucan e 06 3ToM 1 Npocun
npucnatb obpasel, PUCYHKA A1A OPHOCCENbCKUX KPy»KeBHULU,. W EKaTepuHa oTBETUNa, YTO el
HMYEro ocobeHHO He HYXXHO, «TONbKO 6 [B] Tex KpyKeBax 6blin 3aen1aHbl UMeHa — Balle 1 moe,
BMECTe CBAI3aHHbIEY.



Mbl He MOYKeM CKa3aTb, YTO KM3Hb EKaTepuHbI-LapuLbl bblna beamatexHa. MeTp 6bin yenosek
TAXKenoro, Hegobporo xapaktepa, EkaTepuHe Bce Bpemsa NPMXOAMIOCb AymMaTb O TOM, Kak
COXPaHWUTb ero NpMBA3aHHOCTb. Llapb, B Tpaguumax TOro BpEMeHU U B COOTBETCTBUMU CO CBOMM
TeMnepameHTOM, He NMPONycKan HU OAHOM HOKM U, KaK B MpeXXHMe BpemeHa, Bo3ua ¢ cobol
meTpecc. EKaTepuHa Hawna eguUHCTBEHHbIM yA0bOHbIM Ana ceba cnocob noBeaeHUA: OHA He
npecnefoBana MyXa 6OecnosesHoi peBHOCTbO, a.. CamMa MoCTaBasajla emMy MeTpecc.
BocemHaguaToro utoHa 1717 roaa MeTp nucan keHe n3 Cna: «MHOro o6bABUTL OTCE/b HEYErO,
TOMIbKO 4YTO Mbl Clogbl MpUexanu BYepacb 6AAronosyyHo, a MOHEXKe BOBPeMA NUTUA BOA,
AOMallHen 3ab6aBbl 4OXTOPbLI YNOTPEOAATb 3anpeLLatoT, TOro pagM A MeTPECCY CBOK OTMYCTUA K
BaM, M60 He mor 6bl yaep:KaTua, exkenun 6 npu mHe bblnax». TpeTbero mona EkatepmHa oTBeyana,
YTO OTCbIJIKA METPecchbl, O4EBUAHO, He MO TPeOOBaHMIO AOKTOPOB, a MOTOMY, 4YTO Ta 3abonena
Hexopollel 6on1e3Hblo, «M He Kenana 6bl 8 (0T Yero Boxke coxpaHu!), utob m ranaH (NHOH6OBHMUK.
—E.A.) TO MmeTpecuLLKM TaKoB 340POB Npuexas, KakoBa OHa Npuexanar.

Ho HecpaBHeHHO 6o/blue MHTPUT C MeTpeccamun EKaTepmHy becnokouno apyroe — byayuiee mx
aetei. Wnu roabl, ymupanu oaHW AT, PoXKAanncb HoBble (Bcero EkaTepuHa poguna
oAMHHaguaTtb getei). OdmumanbHbIM HacAeAHMKOM NPecToa BCe 3T rofbl 0CTaBasica LLapeBuy
Anekceit. OH poaunca B 1690 roay, B BOCEMb NET BbiN pa3NyyeH C MaTepbio, CUIbHO NepeXKmBan
3Ty pasnyky. MNeTp He NOOMA cTapluero cbiHa, OH He BOLWIEN B HOBYO CEMbIO Liaps, Xua rge-1o
OCOOHAKOM, 6€3 NlackM M BHMMaHMA. EKaTepurHa TaKKe He npuBeyasna nacbiHKa. B coTHe nucem
MeTpa u EkaTepuHbl ANneKcelt ynoMUHAEeTCA ABa-TpU pasa, U HXU B O4HOM U3 NUCEM eMY HET AaxKe
npueeTa. MNMucbma Xe camoro fMeTpa K toHOWeE XOM0AHbI, KPAaTKM U BeccTpacTHbl — HM C/oBa
of06peHus, NnoaaepKKM uamn nacku. Otel, 6bl1 BEYHO HELOBONEH LLAPEBUYEM.

Anekcelt He 6bin paccnabneHHbIM U TPYCAIMBLIM UCTEPUMKOM, Kak MOpoi n3obparkaloT ero B
nuTepatype. CblH CBOEro BEAMKOro 0OTLa, OH YHacAeA0Baa OT Hero Bo/O, YNPAMCTBO M OTBEYan
LUaplo FIYXMM HenpuATUEM W CONPOTUBAEHMEM, KOTOPOE HUKOrAa HE BblPblBAaNOCb HapyKYy,
NPATaNoCb 3a AEMOHCTPATUBHLIM MOCAylWaHMeM U GopManbHbIM NouynTaHuem. Ho 3to 6biau
Bparu.

B okTabpe 1715 roga ysen Tpareauu 3aTaHy/CA elle Tyxe. K aTomy BpemeHn AneKkceld, no Bone
MeTpa, b6bln y)Ke AABHO KeHaT Ha BonbdeHbtoTTenbckon npuHuecce Codoun-Lapnotre, n 12
OKTAOPS Yy Hee poau/cA CbiH, Ha3BaHHbIM B YecTb gepa MeTpom. Yepes wecTHaguatb AHeEN
uapuua EkatepuHa poauna AONTOXKAAHHOMO MasibyMKa, KOTOPOro ToXKe Hassanau [letpom. OH
6bln1 340POBLIM M KMBbIM Manblwom. «LUnweyka», «MNOTpoWEHOK» — TaK 30BYT CbiHa leTp u
EkatepmHa B cBoux nmucemax. C MeTpom [leTposmyem 6blan CBA3AHbI BCe AWMHACTUYECKUE
Hagexnapl poguTtenen. EKatepmHa HasbiBaeT cblHA «CaHKT-leTepbyprckMm Xo3aMHOM», OHa
BEPUT, YTO ByAayT ele AeTw.

B nucbme n3 Amcrtepgama 3 uwona 1717 roga oHa caenana WyTAMBYKO MPUMUCKY: «A 4TO
W3BOJIMTE... N034PaBAATb UMeHUHamu CTapuka U LLnweyknHbIMK (TO €CTb C UMEHMHAMM CaMOoro
uapa M ero cbiHa-Te3ku. — E.A.), 1 2 yalo, yto exenn 6 celt ctapuk 6bin 3aech, To 6 U Apyras



WMLeYKa Ha 6yaywmii rog nocnena». Jaxe ns 3Toro NnMcbMa BUAHO, YTO NPA3AHUK UMEHUH He
pacnpocTpaHaeTca Ha TpeTbero MNeTpa — BHyKa. CYacTanBble POAUTENM KaK Bbl 3a6bIBatOT, YTO B
MeTepbypre KuBeT uapesuy Anekcein — Gyaywmin xo3amMH Poccum M ero maneHbKUi CbiH —
poBecHMK LUnweyku.

Hert, MNeTp He 3abbiBan 06 3TOM — He B ero xapaKkrepe 6bi10 yxoauTb OT nNpobaem, ocobeHHOo
Korga wnaa peyb o cygbbe Poccum. M mbl BUAMM MO NMMCbMaM LapAa K Anekceto, 4To nocne
poxaeHua LLnweykn npeTeHsnn K cTapliemy CbiHy CTaHOBATCA BCe cepbe3Hee, 06BMHEHMA Bce
cyposei. MNeTp TpebyeT oT AneKces HEBO3MOMKHOMO — «OTMEHWUTb CBOM HPaB», CTaTb APYIrUM,
BEPHbIM, yCEPAHbIM MOMOLLHWUKOM B MHOTOTPYZAHbIX Aenax uapA. MHadve yrpoxaeT uapb oTceyb,
KaK «y/ FraHrPeHHbIN».

DTa yrposa BblgaBasa WMCTUHHbIE M 310BewMe HamepeHua [leTpa nepenaTb NPecTon WU
«neTepbyprckoe Hacneactso» LUuweyke, Anekcell He A0MKeH BbiTb emy conepHuKom. [etp
TpebyeT oTpeyeHMa LapeBuyYa OT MpPaB Ha MPECTon, yXxo4a B MOHACTbIpb. M Ha 3TO cornaceH
AneKkcelt. Ho HeT noKkos Lapto, OH He A0BEPSIET CbiHY, U TOT B CTpaxe beXKuT 3a rpaHuuy. Yepes
HECKO/IbKO MecALEeB NOXHbIMK 0bellaHMAMIN Lapb BbiIMaHUBAET CcbiHa B Poccuio, rae ero »ayt
NbITKK, NPUYEM CaM OTel, PBET Yy CbiHa HOFTKU B KaMepe MbITOK, MOTOM COCTORJICA cyh, KOTOpPbI
BbIHEC CbIHY LLAapA CMepTHbIN npurosop. OAWH U3 UCMONHUTENEN 3TOro NpuroBopa, AnekcaHap
PymsaHUEB, Mo3)Ke nucan, 4To moubto 26 uioHa 1718 roga [eTp BbI3Ban Mx U, 0baMBanchb
cnesamu, NpuKasan TallHoO ymepTBuUTb Anekcea. PymaHLEB BCMOMWHAA, YTO Korga OH Bowesn B
LapCKMe anapTamMeHTbl, TO YBUAEN TaKyHO CLEHY: BOKPYr cnaauwero letpa cToaam apxmenmnckon
deopocun, Metp ToncToi, ero 3amectTutens — AHApPen Ywakos u... EKatepuHa.

Ham Heu3BecTHO, YTO OHa Aymana W roBopwuaa B 3TOT CTPalHbIA 4Yac, caenaswui [MeTpa,
noaobHo NeaHy Mpo3HoMy, cbiHOybuiiLelt. KoHeuHo, EKaTepuHa 6bina paaom, 4tobbl 061erymtb
TAXKWI yaen Lapsa, NPUHOCKBLLETO Y¥KACHYIO KepTBy Ha anTapb OTeyecTBa — cBOero cbiHa. Ho He
3abyaem, 4To B 3TOT NO3AHWMI Yac, HenmoganeKky OT KOMHATbl, r4e cobpanuce youliubl, MUPHO
cnan LWwuweyka, M KpoBb Anekces 6blna HyXHa e, EkatepuHe, — matepu «CaHKT-
MeTepbyprckoro xo3sanHa». Kpome Toro, uapuua boina 6epemeHHa, U poauTenn, BepoaTHO,
Aymanu, uto B aBrycte 1718 roga poauTca elle oguH CbiH (HO Toraa poaunaack aodb — HaTanba).
Y6uincteo 6biN0 CoBEpPLIEHO — L@peBMYa 3a4yWMAN B KasemaTte [eTponas/ioBCKOW KpenocTw,
MNetTp »n EkaTepuHa B34OXHY/AM cBOb6OAHO, npobsiema npecTosoHaciegusa pewunnaco: lNetp
MeTpoBuY 6bln 0O6BABAEH HacnegHUMKoM npectona. OH, ymunsasa poguteneid, nogpacran. Ho B
anpene 1719 roga cynpyru 66111 NOTPACEHbI CTPALLIHbIM HECHACTbEM — UX PALOCTb, X HAAEXKAA,
Mmunblii LWnweyka, npoboaeB HECKONIbKO gHel, ymep. OH He NPOXKUA U Tpex C NOIOBUHOM NeT.
dyHoameHT Brarononyumns cembu gan raybokyto TpewmHy. Fope EKkatepuHbl 6b110 6e3mepHo.
Koraa oHa cama BoceMb /IET CMYCTA yMepia, TO B ee Belax 6binn HakaeHbl urpywku Lnweykn.
KaHuenapckuin peectp TporaTeneH: «KpecTuk 30/10TON, NpaKeUYkn cepebpsHble, CBUCTY/IbKA C
KOJIOKO/IbMMKaMKM, pblbKa CTEKNAHHasA, roTOBajsieHKa AwWMoBasA, ¢yseika, wnaxKka (adec
30/10TOW), XNbICTUK YepenaxoBbli, TPOCTOYKA...»



Ha TtpaypHoit monntBe B TpouuKkoi uepkeu [eTepbypra 26 anpensa 1719 roga npowusoLwlso
3n0BeLLee cobbITME: OAMH N3 NPUCYTCTBYIOLWLMX HAa NOoXopoHax — CTenaH JIonyxuH, poaCcTBEHHMK
onanbHOM Uapuubl EBAOKMMK, YTO-TO CKas3an coceasm WU KOLLYHCTBEHHO paccmessnca. Notom B
NOJIMTUYECKON MOANLMM CBUAETENN NOKa3anu, YTo JlonyxmH ckasan: «Ewe ero, CtenaHa, cBeva
He yracna, byaet emy, JlonyxuHy, Bnpeap Bpemsa!» Ha nbiTke JTonyxnH NpusHacs, 4to, roBops o
CBOE ropsLen cBeye, UMeN B BUAY BENMKOTFO KHA3A MNeTpa Anekceesnya.

YTo Morna npoTMBOMOCTaBUTb XECTOKOW cyabbe EKaTepuHa? Y Hee Oblan aBe npenectHble
ao4yepun — AHHa n Ennsaseta, 81718 roay y HMX noasunach ewe cectpa — HatanbA, HO CblHA He
6bino. Mpasga, B 1723 roay EkatepuHa poauna nocnegHero pebeHKa — cbiHa MNeTpa. Ho oH
no4YTW TOTYaC NO POXKAEHUM ymep. BospacT EKaTepuHbl Mo Tem BpemeHam 6bin npepenbHo
KPUTUYECKUI ANA poXKAeHUA pebeHKa — NoYTU COPOK NIET, U HaZeXAbl NOAYYMTb HacAeAHMKa Y
CYNpPYroBs y»Ke He 6bl10 HUKAKOIA.

Ho uapb 60oposica — OH HK 33 YTO He XOTen nepesaBaTb NPECTON BHYKY — CbIHY MPOKAATOrO UM
Anekces. MNatoro ¢deBpana 1722 roga MeTp nognucan «Ycras o Hacheauun npectona». Cmbica ero
6bln gna BCcex ACEH: Lapb, Hapylwan Tpaguuuio nepegaym Npectosa oT AeAa K OTLY U BHYKY,
3aKpenun 3a coboi NpaBo HA3HAYUTb HACAeAHWMKOM MpecTosia toboro U3 CBOMX MNOAAAHHbIX.
370 6blNO camoe APKOE BblpaXKeHMe CaMOB/IACTUS — C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA LLapb Pacnopsxanca He
TONbKO AHEM CerogHALWHUM, HO U AHeM 3aBTpalHum Poccuun. A 15 Hosbps 1723 roga 6bin
0b6HapoaoBaH MaHUGECT O NpeacTosllelt KopoHauuu EKaTepuHbl MMMNepaTOpPCKOM KOPOHOM.
Cam NMeTp 6bln npoBo3rnaweH nmnepatopom u OTuom OTeyecTBa paHblue — 22 HoAbpa 1721
roga, B AieHb NpasaHoBaHUA 3aseplumsliero CeBepHyto BOMHY HUwTaaTckoro mmpa. HakoHeu, B
Hayvane man 1724 ropa EkaTepuHa cTana MMnepaTpuuei.

Mpown3oLwno 3To B YcneHcKom cobope MOCKOBCKOro Kpemns, B NPUCYTCTBMM BCEX BbICLLIMX YNHOB
rocyapcrea U Npu orpoMHOM CTe4eHUN Hapoga. 301070, bapxaT, Nepcuackue KoBpbl, 30/10Tas
napyoBas AOPOrKKa, KOTOpPas Besa OT LLapCKOro MecTa K CBATbIM BpaTam, — BCA 3Ta BU3aHTUICKanA
POCKOLb CBEPKA/a B CBETE COTEH CBEYEN B TOT AeHb 7 mas 1724 roaa.

A notom 6bln npasgHuMK — npuembl, obeabl, penepBepK, CantoT. B TOT Ke AeHb MHorve
MOCKBMYM AYMASIN TaK e, KaK U FoNWTUHCKMIA NPUABOPHbLIN Bepxronbl, 3anMcasllmMii B CBOEM
AHeBHUKe: «Henb3s He nogmeuTbea Mpombicny BoXKblo, BO3HecWeMy MMMNePaTPMLy 13 HU3KOro
COCTOSIHWA, B KOTOPOM OHa pogauiaacb M npexae npebbiBana, Ha BePLIMHY 4YenoBeYeCKUX
noyecremn».

Bepxronbl, Kak U NOYTK BCE rOCTM NpPa3gHWMKa, He 3HaN raBHOrO — HaKaHyHe KopoHauuu MeTtp
pasopBan CTapoe 3aBellaHWe W Hanucan HoBOe, B KOTOPOM Ha3Ban EKkaTepuHy cBoel
HacnegHuuen. 3To cobbiTUe NPOU3OLWN0 B TNYyOOKOW TalHe, M AUllb MNPOHMLIATENbHbIN
dpaHuUy3cknit nocon KamnpenoH, BUAS TOPXKECTBEHHYID KOPOHALMIO, MOHAA UCTUHHOE



3HaYeHne npomcxoaaAulero nog, ceogamm cobopa: «OcobeHHO npUMmevaTesibHO TO, YTO Haf,
uapuuen coseplieH 6bla, NPoTUB 06bIKHOBEHUSA, 06pAA MOMa3aHMA Tak, YTO 3TUM OHa NpuU3HaHa
npaBuUTENbHULIEN U FOCYAapbliHen nocsie cMepTH Liaps, CBOEro cynpyra». XopoLo U3BECTHO, YTO
MeTp He rotoBua M3 EKaTepuHbl MPeemHUKa, MOAUTUKA, B MHOTMOYMCAEHHbIX NMUCbMax Lapa K
YKeHe HeT M HaMeKa Ha To, 4Tobbl OH Korga-Hnbyab obcy»aan c 3KeHol noauTndeckme gena. U
BAPYr TaKoW pe3KUii MoBOPOT — OH JefaeT CBOK CKPOMHYIO »KeHy HacieaHuuen
MMmnepaTopcKoro npecronal

«KaTepuHyLwKa, Apyr Mol cepAelHMHbKOM, 34paBCTBYM!» — Tak HAYMHANUCL AECATKM Nucem
MeTtpa K EkaTtepuHe. C rogamm 3T NUCbMa CTAHOBATCA BCe TenJjee u cepaedvyHee. B nocnegHue
NATb NeT Xn3Hu MeTpa BanMaHMe EKaTepuHbl Ha My»Ka Bce ycuamsaetca. OHa gaeT uapto To, Yero
He MOXET AaTb BECb MUP €ro BHELLHEN KU3HU, TaKoW BpaxKaebHOM U cnoXKHoW. MeTp, yenosek
CYpOBbI, MOAO3PUTENbHbINA, NpeobparkaeTca B nNpucyTcTBUM EKaTepuHbl U paeteid. [octu
accambnielil BUAENM, KaK pPasropsiyeHHblid nocsie o4vyepeaHoro 6bICTPOro TaHLUa Lapb HEXHOo
uenyet cBoto *KeHy. OHU e BCMOMUHANU M NOpPa3suUTe/ibHbIE CUEHbI, Koraa EKatepmHa «M3roHana
6eca» us MeTtpa.

M3BecTHO, uto MeTp 6bin noasepXeH npucTynam rayboKoW XaHApbl, KOTOpas Hepeako no
Maseiwemy nosoay Moraa nepentn B Npuctyn 6elleHoro, BCECOKPYLLAIOLWLEro rHesa (M3BecTHa
NCTOPMA, KaK Lapb MorHanaca ¢ obHaXKeHHbIM KOPTUKOM W 4YyTb 6bIN10 He yBua naxka, KoTopbli
YTPOM, CHMMasi C Laps HOYHOM Koanak, 60/bHO AepHyn ero 3a BoAaocbl). [pucTynbl rHesa
COMPOBOXAANMNCL CYyA0POramm AnLA, KOHBY/IbCUAMM PYK U HOF. bacceBMY BCMOMMHAET, UYTO, KaK
TO/IbKO OKpY*Katolme 3aMedanu nepsble NPU3HaKM npunagka (Lapb HadyMHan TPACTU ros0BOM,
KPUBUTb AnNLLO), OHWN Bexxanu 3a EkaTepuHoit. OHa TOTYaC NpMXoAmMaa U yxe U34ann HaumHana
roBOpPUTb MYKY TUXME NIaCKOBble C/0Ba, «3BYK €e rojioca TOT4Yac YCroKauBan ero, notom OHa
ca)kana ero v 6pana, fackas, roqoBy, KOTOPYH CAerka novecbiBana. To NPOU3BOAMNO HA HEro
Marmyeckoe AencTene, U OH 3acbinan 3a HECKOAIbKO MWHYT. YToBbl HE HapyLWUTb ero CoH, OHa
Aepyana ero rofioBy Ha CBOel rpyau, cuaena HenoABUMMKHO B MPOAO/IKEHUE ABYX WAM Tpex
Yacos. lNoc/e 3Toro OH NPOCbINACA COBEPLIEHHO CBEXMM M 60APbIMY.

EkaTepuHe 6blAn M3BECTHLI MPUCTPACTUA, NpUYyAbl, YenoBeyeckme cnaboctu lNeTpa, OHa, He
nmen obpasoBaHMA, CBETCKOrO BOCMMUTAHWUA, 6blna TOHKA, BHUMATENbHA, YMena yroantb Lapto,
NOHPABUTLCA, CAeNaTb emy npuAatHoe. 3HasA, KaK [leTp paccTpamBanca u3-3a NOAy4yMBLUEFO
TAXKEeN0e noBpexaeHne Kopabnaa «aHryT», OHa NUCcana yexaslleMy B NOX04, Lapto, YTo «aHryT»
nocsie ycnewHoOro pemMoHTa «npmbbin K H6paty csoemy «JlecHo[m]y», M Tenepb OHU «CTOAT
BMecCTe, B O4HOM MeCTe, KOTOPbIX A CBOMMM TNa3aMun BUAENA, MU BOUCTUHY PASOCTHO Ha HUX
cmoTpeTb!». U leTp 37O o4eHb UeHMA. B nucbme oT 5 nioHa 1716 roga u3 BOAHOro KypopTa
MupmoHTa OH coobuwan, 4yto nonaydnn ot EKaTepuHbl OyTbIKY BWMHA, «HO 4ato, 4YTO AyX
npopoyeckon B Tebe ecTb, YTo oAHY BYTbINIKY Npucaana, nbo 6osee ogHON PIOMKKU €ro He BensT
B AieHb NnTb». HecomHeHHO, EKaTepuHa obnagana gapom 3HaHuA MNeTpa.



Mo nucbmy EkatepuHbl Metpy 5 miona 1719 roga mbl MOXKEM CyAUTb, KaK yMeno uapuua
noacTpameaeTca nog obpas mblwneHua lNeTpa. PacckasbiBas emy o6 OfHOM TparMyeckom
NPOUCLLECTBUM B NPUFOPOAHOM ABOPLOBOM NapKe MeTteproda, oHa nuwert: «KoTopblii ppaHLyc
Aenan HoBble LBETHWKW, Wen OH, begHEeHbKMIA, HOYbIO Ype3 KaHasj, M CTONIKHYACA C HUM
HanpoTMe MBallka XmenbHULUKUIA (pyccKnit BapuaHT 6ora BuHa Baxyca — E.A.) 1, KakMm-TO
No6bITKOM C TOr0O MOCTa CTOJIKHYB, MOCNA/ HA TOT CBET AeNaTb LBETHWMKOB». 3aecb EKaTepuHa
BOCMPOM3BOAMUT NPUCYLLMIA [TeTpy KECTOKNUI FOMOP, ero CTUAb OTHOLUEHUA K IIOAAM.

Mucbma MeTpa K EKaTepuHe Tennbl, HO BMECTe C TEM B HMX 3By4yaT HOTKM NErkoin rpycru,
CKpbITble MOAYAaC HEYKIOMKEN LWYTKOW. A WYTKM Bce 06 ogHOM: Mbl ¢ TODOI — HepaBHaA napa, Tbl
MON0Aa, KpacuBa, a s yXe crap, 6oseH, 4To 6yaeT ganbvwe? C ee CTOPOHbLI Nepenuncka bonee
HanoMMHaeT NH6OBHYIO MUrpy: NMOCMOTPU, Tbl elle CUAEeH, a 3Ha4YMT, MOoA, Y Hac Bce elle
Brnepeaun! NMony4ymBs OT *KeHbl NOCLIJKY C HYXXHbIMKU eMy 04Kamu, MeTp WaeT B OTBET YKPaLUEHUs U
CONpPOBOKAAET UX cloBamMu: «Ha obe CTOPOHbI AOCTOMHbIA MPE3EeHTbI: Tbl KO MHE Npucaana and
BCMOMOXEHUA CTapoOCTM MOEW, a A NOCblINalo ANA YKpalleHMAa MONOAOCTU Ballein». B apyrom
nuUcbme, NbiNan XaxKaok BCTpeun u 611M30CTH, Liapb onNATb WYTUT: «Xo4veTua ¢ Tobok BuaeTua, a
Tebe yato ropasaa 6onblue, AN TOBO, YTO A B 27 NeT 6bia, a Tol B 42 roaa He b6binay. EkatepuHa
He NPOoMNyCcKaeT WYTKU MyXa 6e3 BHUMaHMA — OHa 3HaeT, YTo 3@ 3TUM CTOUT. U Mbl unTaem B ee
nUCbMax Musble 0BpaLLEHMA K «CEPAEUYHOMY [PYMKOUKY CTApUKy», Mbl BUAMM, KaK OHa
NPUTBOPHO BO3MYLLI@ETCA U HeroayeT: « HanpacHo 3aTeaHo, UTo cTapuKk!» OHa HapoYUTO peBHYeT
MeTpa TO K WBeACKOW KoposieBe, Bo3ne 6eperos KOTopoi nnasaeT Ha Kopabne agmupan MNetp
MuxalifioB, TO K MAapUMKCKMM KOKEeTKam, Ha 4YTO OH OTBedyaeT C WyTauBoi obupaoii: «Cero
MOMEHTY MUCbMO Ballle, UCNOJIHEHHOE LLUYTOK, NOAYy4YW/, a NuuieTe, 6ByATO A CKOpASA AaMy Cbilly,
M TO MOEM CTapOCTU HEMPUANYHOY.

OTa WyTAnBaA uUrpa B CTapmKa U MONOAYIO KeHy K 1724 roay CTAaHOBUTCA U3HbIO: paHee Takan
He3aMeTHaA MeXAay Cynpyramu pasHuUuA B ABEHAALATb JIET CTAHOBMUTCA OLLYTMMOM, 60/bLLOMN.
MeTp cunbHO cpaeT. [lonrne roabl 6ecnopsafodYHON, XMEeNbHOM, HEYCTPOEHHOM KU3HW, BEYHbIX
nepees3gos, NOXOA0B, CPAaXKEHUM U NMOCTOAHHOM, KaK NMucan uapb, «anbTepaummy, AyweBHOro
becrnoKolicTBa, Aenanu cBoe paspywatouee geno — MNetp crapeet. Ero Tepsatotr 6onesHn —
ocobeHHO yposiornyeckne. OH KeCTOKO CTpPaZaeT, BCe Yalle ULWET AOPOory Ha BOAHbIE KypopThbl,
rae npuaeXXHo nbeT MUHepasbHbie BOAbl, CBATO BepA B UX ucuenaowyto cuny. MNevanbHan
CTapOoCTb CTOA/IA Ha NOpPOre, HO, KaK U3BECTHO, YenoBeyecKkan Ayla Bceraa mMonoaa, U 4yBcTea
uapsa K EKaTepuHe He TONbKO He MEPKHYT, HO U pasropatoTca. Jletom 1718 roga, Kak MblaKUM
MON0A0M NtBOBHUK, C TPeBOro oH nuwet EkatepuHe; «llaToe cMe nUcbmMo nuwy K Tebe, a oT
Tebs TONbKO TPW MOAYYMA, K YemMy He 6e3 cymHeHua o Tebe, gna yero He nuwelws. Oas bora,
NULLK YaLe».

M BOT oaHO M3 nocnegHux nucem — oT 26 uoHA 1724 ropga EKaTepumHa Haxoamnacb eue B
MockBe nocne KopoHauuu, lNeTp y)Ke npuexan B [eTepbypr, cToano Tensjoe neTo, LBenu
Knymbobl B JleTHem cagy, HO HeT MOKOA Lapk B ero «napaause»: «ToNbKo B MajaTbl Kak
BoMAelb, Tak berkaTb xoyeTua — Bce nycto 6e3 Tebs..» Takme ocTpble, OTYaAAHHbIE YyBCTBA
BCeraa AenawT 4enoBeKa 6e33alWMTHbIM NPOTUB KopbicTU. [Monb3yscb ntobosbio [leTpa,



EkaTepuHa cymena yroBopuTb LUapA nopBaTb COCTaBAeHHOe nocne cmepty Lnweykn
3aBellaHMe, B KOTOPOM CTOS/I0 MMA cTapwen godepu AHHbl, U MOCTaBUTb HOBOE MMA — €e,
EkaTepuHbl. OQHOBPEMEHHO Lapuua ChnewuT BblAaTb CTaplyl A04Yb, MO MPOHUKM Cyabbbl
CTaBLUYLO ee COMepPHULLEN Ha NYTK K TPOHY, 3a NpuexaBLLero *KeHnxa — Kapna ®pugpuxa, repuora
FonwTnHUK. MeTp AOAFO Pa3fyMbIBaET, BCe TLLATE/IbHO B3BELWMBAET — BeAb TaKOW 6paK MOXKeT
CepPbEe3HO CKa3aTbCA Ha BCEM NOAUTUYECKON cuTyaumm Ha Bantuiickom mope. OH Konebnetca, He
roBOPUT HU A3, HU HeT. Ho B 04HOM OH yiKe yBepeH — EKaTepuHa BHOCUTCA B 3aBellaHue, U ee
TOpXecTBEHHO KOpoHytoT B Mockse. MeTp netom 1724 ropa Bo3Bpallaetcs B Metepbypr u ¢
HeTepneHneMm XAET KeHy, @ OHa He CnewuT — Aeno caenaHo!

OceHbto 1724 ropa MeTp BHE3aNHO y3HaeT 06 M3MeHe XKeHbl, CTAHOBUTCA €My M3BECTHO U UMSA
ntob6oBHMKA. OH Monoa M Kpacus, M Bce roabl oH 6bln psgom c uapem. B 1708 rogy MNetp
npubam3nn K cebe mmnosuaHoro toHowy Bunnnma MoHca, mnagwero 6pata AHxeH. 3auem 3To
caenan MeTp, Mmbl He 3HaemM, HO A AymMalo, YTO, TaK M He 3abbiB CBOK nepBylo N0OOBb, LAPb
XOTeN BMAETb PALAOM C coboWM TOro, Ybe AMLO HanoMmHano bbl emy goporne vyepTbl AHXxeH. C
1716 roga Bunamm cTaHOBMTCA Kamep-toHKepom EKaTepuHbl M aenaet, 6narogapa cBoemy
00anaHUIO M 4Ee/10BUTOCTH, BLICTPYIO Kapbepy: ero HasHayaloT yNpaBAAaTb MMEHUAMM LapuLbl, OH
CTAaHOBWUTCA Kameprepom ABopa. ITOT MOJIOAON 4esioBeK, KOTOpbIA, MO CAoBaM [ATCKOro
nocnaHHuKa BectdaneHa, «NnpuHaanexan K CambiM KPacMBbIM U U3ALLHbIM NOAAM, KOoraa-nmbo
BUAEHHbIM MHOIO», U CTan NtOBOBHMKOM EKaTepUHbI.

Korpa oceHbto 1724 ropa MeTpy NpuHEcAM A0OHOC Ha 3noynoTpebneHnsa n B3aTKM MoHca no
cny*kbe, OH elle HMYero He. nogo3pean. Ho B3ATble NPKU apecTe Kameprepa Bymarn packpblim
eMy r/71a3a: cpegu MowblX CTUWKOB, /IIOOOBHbIX 3aMMCOYEK OT PasHbIX AaM OblIM [ECATKM
nogo0b0CTPACTHBIX, YHWMKEHHbIX MMCEM MEepBENWUX CAHOBHMKOB uMMepuu: MeHLWMKOBA],
AryxkuHckoro, lonoBKkMHa. Bce oHM HasbiBaan MoHca «bnarogetenem», «nNaTPoOHOMY,
«N0be3HbIM APYyrom M 6patom» M Aapuam emy becymciieHHble AOoporve noAapKku, Aenanu
NOAHOLWEHWA AeHbramMu, Bewamm, gaxe gepeBHAmu! HeTpyaHO NOHATb, B YeM CEKPET CTOJb
MOTYLLECTBEHHOIO B/IMAHUA KaMeprepa nmnepaTpuubl-HacieLHULbl POCCUIACKOrO NpecTona.

[eBsToro Hosbpa apectoBaHHbIM MoHC bbln NpuBeaeH K cnegosaTento. MUm 6bin cam MeTp — 3To
[EN10 OH Yy)Ke He MOr LLOBEPUTb HUKOMY. FOBOPAT, YTO, rMAHYB LLapto B r1asa, Buaamm MoHc ynan
B OOMOPOK. ITOT CTaTHbIA Kpacasel, Y4YaCTHMK [MOATABCKOro cCpaxeHws, reHepan-agbloTaHT
uapsa, He Obln YeNOBEKOM pPOOKOro gecaATka. BepoaTHO, OH npoyen B rnasax leTpa cBow
CMepPTHbIM NpUroBop.

He npolwno 1 HecKonbKkux AHen nocae gonpoca, Kak MoHc 6bl KasHeH Ha TpouuKoM naowaam
no npurosopy cyna, o6BMHMBLUErO ObIBLUIETO Kameprepa BO B3ATKAX W MPOYMUX AOSMKHOCTHbLIX
npectynneHusx. Takne aena TAHyAUCb 0ObIYHO MecALaMK U rogamu. Bce 3Hann, B Yem COKpbITa
nuctuHa. Cronmua, NOMHA KpoBaBoe aeno Anekces, B 1718 roay BTsHyBLUee B CBOK opbuty
[ECATKU Ntogeit, oueneHena oT cTpaxa.



Ho MeTp He pewwnaca pa3sasaTb Teppop. HKecTKMM HaKkasaHUAM NoABeprAnCh AnLb BanKanwmne
CNOABMMKHUKMA W3MEHbI YeHbl — Te, KTO HOCWA 3aMMCOYKM, OXPaHAA MNOKOW 060BHUKOB.
HeKoTopble COBPeMeHHMKN 3TUX CobbITUIM cooblatoT, 4To MeTp ycTpansan EkatepuHe WyMHble
CLeHbl PEBHOCTHM, 61N BeHeUuMaHCKMe 3epKana. [lpyrue, HanpoTMB, BUAENM LLapA B 3TU CTPaLLHble
OHW BecenblM M CMOKOMHbIM, NO KpaiHeil mepe — BHewHe. M3secTHo, uyto [leTp, 4acTo
HecaeprKaHHbIA U MMMYAbCUBHBINA, YMEN B Yac UCMbITaHUIA AepKaTb cebs B pyKax.

Ha EKkaTepuHy He 6blna HanoxeHa onana. Kak u PaHblle, OHa NOABNAETCA Ha NI04AX C MYXEM,
HO MHOCTPaHHbIE ANN/IOMATbl 3aMeYaloT, YTO MNepaTpula yXe HE TaK BeCeNla, KaK npexajge.

KamnpeaoH nucan Bo ®paHumio, YTO LUapb CTan NOAO3PUTENEH, OH KCUNbHO B3BOJIHOBAH TEM,
YTO Cpeam ero AOMaLHUX U CAYT ecTb U3MEHHMKK. MoroBapneatoT 0 NOSHOM HEMMUAOCTU KHA3A
MeHWWKoBa M reHepan-maiiopa MamMoOHOBa, KOTOPOMY Uapb A0Bepan noytn 6e3yc/ioBHO.
FOBOPAT TaKXe O LApCKom ceKkpeTape MakapoBe, Aa W uUapuua Toxe nobauBaeTcsa. Ee
OTHOWeEHMA K MOHCY 6blAM M3BECTHbl BCEM, M XOTA rOCYyAapblHA BCEMW CWIaMKM CTapaeTcs
CKPbITb OropyYeHMe, HO OHO BCE }Ke ACHO BMAHO Ha /Mue U B 06XxoxaeHuM ee. Bce obuiecTBo
HaNPAXKEHHO XKAET, UTO C Hell byaeT».

[eno c nameHolt EKaTepuHbl 66110 cepbesHee ApyrMx. M cyTb ero — He TO/IbKO B CyMNpY*KeCKoMn
HeBepHOCTW. MNeTpa HaBepHAKa BOIHOBAJIO A4 PYroe — OH, AyMas 0 byayLem, BO3SMOXKHO OLLyLLAN
cBoe bOecnpefenbHoe OAMHOYECTBO, FNYOOKOE PaBHOAYLIME OKPYXKaOWMX K Tomy Aeny,
KOTOPOMY OH NMOCBSITWUA KM3Hb U KOTOPOE Tenepb MOXKET MNOMTU NPaxoM: KTO NOC/e ero CMepTH
6yaeT NpaBUTb CTPaHOW?

MeTp yHWMUTOXWMA 3aBellaHuMe B MNo/b3y EKaTepuHbl, nognucaHHOE HaKaHyHe TOopXKecTBa B
YcneHckom cobope. Ha cnegytowmin geHb nocne gonpoca MoHca OH nocsan BuuUe-KaHuepa
A.N. OctepmaHa K ronwTuHckomy repuory Kapny ®puapuxy — [lleTp gasan cornacue Ha
3aKNtoYeHMe 6pPaYHOro KOHTPaKTa. 24 HoABPA KOHTPAKT Obl nognucaH. Lapb otaasan 3a Kapna
dpugprxa WeCcTHagUATUAETHIO AHHY, W, cOrnacHO BpadyHOMY KOHTPaKTy, byaywime cynpyru
OTpeKanncb 3a cebs M 33 CBOMX MOTOMKOB OT BCSKWUX MNPUTA3AHWI Ha PYCCKU MpecTo.
OaHoBpeMeHHO bbls1 NogNUCaH M TaliHbIM [OrOBOP, COrNacHO KoTopomy lNeTp nosayyan npaso
3abpatb B Poccuio cBoero BHyKa, KOTOpbIM poautca oT bpaka goyepu u repuora (3To morsio
NPOV30MTN [ake BOMPEKW Bone poguTeneit), 4Tobbl caenatb ero HacneAHWKOM PYCCKOro
npectona. B aTom-To M cocToAN HOBbIA AMHACTMYECKMI nnaH lNeTpa. bpayHbiM KOHTPAKTOM C
rONIWTUHLAMM OH pPEeLlan Ba*KHYLO 3afady: Tenepb Moc/ie ero CMepTu K BAACTM A0/KeH bbin
NPUIATU He BEJIMKUI KHA3b [eTp AneKceeBnY — BOSMOMKHbI MCTUTENDb 33 rTMbenb CBOEro oTua, U
He YeHa-U3MeHHMLA, a CblH Atobumol aodvepu AHHbI. MATUAECATUABYXNETHUMI Uapb ABHO
PaccYnTbIBAN MPOXKUTD eLLe HECKOBbKO NIET U YBUAETb BHYKA. 3TO Obl0 BNOJIHE peasibHO — BeAp
10 ¢eBpana 1728 roga AHHa M B camom Aene poauna manbyiuka Kapna lMeTtepa Ynbpuxa,
BNOCAeACTBUM CTaBLUEro pyccknum nmnepatopom Metpom lll.



CmepTtb lMeTpa noTpsacna Poccuioo. 3aKOHYMNOCL He TO/IbKO A0/roe TpuAauaTMnNATUNETHee
LuapcTBOBaHMe, yxoAauaa B MPoOW/oe Lenas 3Moxa PyccKol wucTopuun, Bpemsa pedopm,
rO/IOBOKPYKUTEbHbIX MU3MEHEHWA BO BCEX CHEepax KMU3HWN CTpaHbl. bepxroabl, 3anucan B CBOem
[AHEeBHMKe, YTO BCe rBapAenupl pblAann B Ty HOUb, KaK AeTU. «B TO yTpo He BCTPeYanocb Noytu
HW OAHOrO YeoBeKa, KOTOPbIN 6bl He NAaKan UAM He UMeN rNas, onyxXwmx oT cnesx». EkaTepunHa
pacnopaamnach, 4Tobbl Kaxapli *KuTesnb MNeTepbypra Mor NPOCTUTLCA C BEMKUM NOKOMHUKOM,
Ha COpPOK AHel Teno leTpa BbICTaBUTL B TpaypHOM 3asne 3umHero Asopua. Jliogei 6bi10 Tak
MHOrO, 4YTO HECKO/IbKO Pa3 MPULAOCL MEHATb MPOTEepPTOe TbiCAYaMM HOTr YepHOEe CYKHO
O0POXKK. Mo MHory Yyacos noapAg Bosne rpoba cuaena EkatepunHa, n cnesbl He NpocbiXxaau Ha
ee rnasax. Ee rope Buaen Becb letepbypr, 1 B 3ToM 6blna He TO/IbKO HeobxoaMmas BAacTu
ny6avMyHaa nevanb 6esyTewHoW BAOBbI — EKaTepuHa AeWCTBUTENbHO CTpagana. YersepToro
MapTa npuLwaa Hoeas 6eaa — OT KOpKU ymepaa Maagluan 4o4yb LapesHa Hatanbsa. Ei 6bi10 WwecTb
neT. ManeHbKuii rpobuK LapeBHbl B6bla Tak:Ke BbICTaBNEH HenoganeKky ot rpoba otua.

HakoHewl, HacTynun nocnegHnii AeHb npowanHua. Jecatoro mapTa 1725 roga HapoZ noBanua Ha
[BopuoByto HabepexHyto, K 3umHemy ABopuy lNeTpa. He 6b1710 YenoBeKa M3 MHOTOTbICAYHbIX
TONIN CTOALMX BAONAb HabeperKHOM 1 Ha MoCTy Yepe3 HeBy, KOTOpbI Bbl OcTanca paBHOAYLEH K
3TOMY TOP)KECTBEHHOMY M MpaYyHOMY 3penuuly. Bce wymbl M 3BYKM Bpema OT BPEMEHMU
3arnywanncb nywevyHom CTpenbbol. ITM  3aanmbl  NPOU3BOAMAN  OCODEHHO THeTyllee
BMeYyaT/ieHMe Ha MNPUCYTCTBYIOWMX: Ha MPOTAKEHUM BCEM MHOro4acoBOM LEPEMOHUMU
pa3faBainUCb MepHble — Yepes MUHYTY — BbICTPEe bl ¢ 6acTMoHOB eTponaBNOBCKON KPenocTHu.
Ypapbl 3TOro0 IUraHTCKOro METPOHOMa pPa3MBaAM BO BCEX, KaK nucan nosxe PeodaH
MpPOKONOBUY, KHEKUIA NeYasbHbIN yXKac». YKe npu ceeTe Gpakenos rpod BHECAN B AePEBAHHYIO
LEepKOBb, CTOABLUYID OKO/I0 HeaocTpoeHHoro [leTponaBnoBckoro cobopa. Hapo Bcem
BO3BbILLIAACh YXe roToBasa OrpOMHan KOJIOKO/IbHA cobopa Co WNWIeM M Yacamu, a Camm CTeHb!
cobopa NoAHANNCH TONbKO Ha BbICOTY Y€/I0BEYECKOro PocTa. 3TO 6bia TOXKe CMMBOJ NETPOBCKOM
Poccum — «Heg0CTPOEHHOM XpPaMMHbI», KaK Ha3Ban ee nosxke MeHLWNKOoB.

Y rpoba MMetpa deodaH [POKONOBUY MPOU3HEC SAPKYI, BbIPA3UTE/IBHYIO peyb, Mo3xkKe
BOLUEALIYIO BO BCE Y4EOHUKM KpacHopeuus. Peub HEOObIKHOBEHHO MCKYCHA, B HEW CBALLEHHUK
NpPW3bIBAaeT PYCCKUX NIOLEN OrNSHYTLCA, OLLEHUTb BENINMYME YeN0BEKA, KOTOPOro XOPOHUT B 3TOT
yac Poccun, 1 Bcerga NOMHWTDb, YTO C/1aBy M BOraTCTBO CTPAHbI HY}KHO NPUYMHOXKaTb, YKPENAaTb.
Obpawancb K croauwen y rpoba EKkatepuHe, ®PeodaH BockanuaeT: «Mbl Buanum B Tebe ero
NMOMOLLHWLY B }KMU3HW... BECb MUP €CTb CBUAETE/b, YTO YKEHCKAA N/IO0Tb He MeluaeT Tebe 6bITb
noaobHoi MeTpy».

Ho EkaTepuHa 6e3syTelHa, ee C TPYAOM OTTacKMBAlOT OT Tefa MyKa, rpob 3aKpbiBalOT U
OCTaBAAIOT MOJ Kapay/om A0 KOHLa cTpouTesnbcTBa [leTponasnosckoro cobopa. Jlvwb netom



1732 ropa, nocne oceAweHUA cobopa, rpob ¢ npaxom MNeTpa 6bla NepeHeceH B yCbiNaabHULY
noA nosom. Toraa e pAagoM MocTaBuam n rpob camoit EKaTepuHbl, NEPEKMBLLIEN MYy¥Ka BCEro
Ha ABa roga...

MNpuga K Bnactv, EkatepmHa | M30 Bcex cun cTpemmniacb NoKasaTb, YTO ee npasneHue byaet
ryMaHHbIM (6blIM OCBODOXKAEHbI MHOIME OnasibHble CAaHOBHMKW M NPECTYMHWKKU) U YTO BCe
OCTaHeTcA Kak u npwu MNeTpe. [1ecTBUTENBHO, COXPAHAANCE BCce NPUHATbIE Npw MeTpe Tpaguumm
W NpasaHuKKn. BecHolt 1725 roga 6bin cnyuleH Ha Boay 60/blLLOM HOBbIM KOpabb, 3a/10XKeHHbIM
ewe MMetpom. OH HasbiBanca «Noli me tangere» — «He TpoHb meHa». Cnycku Kopabnen c
AamupanTteiickolt Bepdun, pacnosoKeHHoW Ha bepery HeBbl, B LLeHTpe ropoaa, 6b11m NtobnmbIim
aenom letpa — npeKkpacHoro KopabenbHoro naoTHWKA. OB6bIMHO OH cam PyKoBOAWA BCeW
OTBETCTBEHHOW Y CUMBOJIMYHOW LLepeMOHMEN CNYyCKa HOBOro Kopabas.

BecHoit 1725 roga 6bln0o TaK, Kak u npu MNetpe. Umnepatpnua cmoTpena Ha LEPEMOHMUIO C
6apKn, cToaBLIEN HANPOTWUB AQMMPanTencrTBa, pa3BeBasncb ¢aarn M BbIMMENbl, FPOXOTann
nyLwkun, Kopabab 6naronony4yHo Bowen B pogHyto cTuxuio. EKatepuHa obbexana BOKpPYr Hero
ABaXKapbl, NOAHANA MepBbl BOKan 3a cyacTbe «CbIHKa», Aana 3HaK NpPoao/KaTb NUP U yexana
[omoit. MNeTpoBcKkMe NpasaHUKM Ha HOBbIX KOpPabiAax NpeBpaLLanmcb, Kak NPasuIo, B CTPaLLHbIe
MHOrOZHEBHbIE MOMOWMKM, C KOTOPbIX Lapb AOAT0 He OTMYCKan MepenuBLIMXCA, M3MYYEHHbIX
rocteii. Tenepb rNaBHOrO Tamagbl yKe He Obllo, BCE TOPKECTBO MPOLWAO TUXO WU ObICTPO
3aKOHYMIOCb — Y»Ke B AEBATb BeYepa BCE Pa3bexaUCh.

KopoTkoe uapcTBoBaHMe EKaTepuHbl | cnaBHO B McTopuM Poccum OTKpbITMEM PoccuincKom
AKagemuu Hayk. MeTp, 3aQyMaBLLINA 3TO AEN0, HE YCMeN ero 3aKOHYUTb — Lenbli rog, ywen Ha
nepenucky ¢ sarpaHuueit, seab B Poccum He 6bi0 Torga HM OAHOrO NPodeccMoHaNbHOro
yyeHoro. Wx Bcex npuwnocs npurnawate w3 [epmaHun, @PpaHuum u  Apyrux  CTpaH.
MmnepaTpuua NpMHAAQ NepBbIX aKaAeMWKOB W B1aroCKAOHHO BbIC/AyWana pevyb Ha NaTbiHK
npodeccopa Akoba lepmaHa. OH NPMBETCTBOBAN WMMMepaTpuUy KaK MpoAo/KaTeNbHULY
BE/IMKOFO NPOCBETUTENLCKOrO Aena MeTtpa. HerpamoTHas AMbNAHACKAA KPeCcTbAHKA, CMAEBLLAs
Ha TPOHEe, HU C/I0BA He MOHMMana No-N1aTbiHM, HO COrIACHO KMBana, u3peaKa NornaabiBas Ha
CTOABLUETO PALOM HErpaMoTHOro e ¢enbamapliana, 4vieHa bpuTaHCKOro KOponeBCKOro
obLuecTBa cBeTNeNLWEro KHA3a MeHLWMKoBa.

C neps.bIX Xe AHel uapcTBoBaHnA EKaTepmHbl UMeHHO MEeHLWMKOB CTan rNaBHbIM Ye/N10BEKOM B
npasutenbcTee. OH Cbirpan peLaroLLyto poab Npu BCTynaeHMM EKaTepuHbl Ha NPecTon 1 Tenepb
XOTe NOoAYyYMTb BCE CMOJHA: BAACTb, MOYET, AeHbIM, TUTYbI U YMHbI. CMepTb MNeTpa ocBoboauna
MeHLWWKoBa OT BEYHOro CTPaxa HaKasaHMA 33 MHOFOYMCAEHHble MNPOCTYNKUM M BOPOBCTBO.
Tenepb oH 6bin cBo60AeH! U TOTYaC e B HEM MPOABUANCL T€ YepTbl XapaKTepa, KOTOpbIe OH,



XOTA M TWETHO, CKPbIBas MpPW KM3HW ObICTPOro Ha pacnpasy Laps: XKagHOCTb, beamepHoe
yectontobue, fep3kaa yBEpPEeHHOCTb B CBOEM MpaBe CUAbHOIO MOAABAATL APYrUX Atogent.
ConpoTtusneHne MeHLWMKOBY NbiTasca OKa3aTtb [aBen AryXMHCKUIA — nepBbln Yenosek B CeHarTe.
B ero pyku nonagano HeEmMano AOKYMEHTOB, MO3BO/SABLWINX AenaTb BblBOAbl O HEOAAroBUAHbIX
AeaHnax MeHWwuKoBa, U AryXXMHCKMI cnewmnn n306amunTb ero. besobpasHble ccopbl ABYX
nepsenWwnXx CaHOBHWMKOB AOCTaBAA/N YA0BONBLCTBME KaMapu/ibe U WUCKPEHHee Orop4yeHue
uapuue. 3a ccopamm AryxuHcKoro n MeHLWwmMKoBa BHMMaTeNbHO Habaogan M.A. Tonactoi. OH
BeJ1 CBOIO TOHKYIO IMHUIO, CTPEMACH NPUYUUTb MMMNEPATPULLY COBETOBATLCA C HUM, OMbITHLIM Y
b6ecnpucTpacTHbIM  NOAUTUKOM. Ero  obcToATenbHble, XUTPOYMHble  AOKAaabl  MOPOM
3aBOPaAXKMBAM LLapULLy, @ MOPON HaroHAAM Ha Hee COH. Bce ocTanbHble CAHOBHWMKM OCTAaBaA/IMCh
CTAaTUCTAMM U OTAbIXANAN NOC/E AECATUNETUI HEMPEPLIBHOM PaboTbl, KOTOPYIO MM HaBA3aA LLapb-
pedopmaTop. bonee Toro, HEKOTOPbIM HE OCOBEHHO YMHbIM JIIOAAM U3 OKPYKeHMA EKaTepuHbl
NMoKasanocb, YTO TEMEPb OHWU MOTYT HE 0COHEHHO LIePEMOHUTLCA M C CAMOM rocyaapbiHen, Ybs
MATKOCTb U 6ecneyHoCcTb pasnUTeibHO OTIMYANACk OT CTMAS NpasBaeHus MeTpa.

TakMM  [AYyNUOM OKas3asca KPynHenWWin LepKoBHbIN AesaTenb apxuenuckon Peogocun,
No3BOAUBLLMI cebe Nyb6AnYHO M BeCbMa Heo06pUTEeNbHO BbiCKa3aTbCs O NepcoHe EKaTepuHbl 1
3aBefleHHbIX MNpu ee paBope nopaakax. CTponTuBoe MNOBeAEHME paHee MOC/AYWHOro WU
YroaanMBOro LEepKOBHOro nepapxa bbl10 BOCMPUHATO Kak BYHT. TaK e CKopo, Kak 1 npu MeTpe,
6blN10 OpraHM30BaHO CNeACTBUE, CyA, KOTOopbi npurosopun deogocns K cmeptu. EKaTepuHa
NpPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAAa CBOE Be/IMKoAYLIMNE: 3ameHnna Peoaocmio CMepPTHYHO KasHb 3aTOYEHUEM
B MOHACTbIPCKON TIopbMe. Bnpoyem, 3TO OKa3anocb NOCTpallHEE CMEPTHOM KasHM Ha awadoTe.
deopocma 3amypoBasn B MNOA3EMHYIO THOPbMYy B JAajlbHEM CEBEPHOM MOHACTbipe Moj,
ApxaHresnbckom. Yepes y3Kkoe OKHO eMy nogasanau xneb n soay. B xonoae, rpasn n cobcTBeHHbIX
HEeYMCTOoTax BYEpaALLHMI NpeycneBaoLWmi LEPKOBHMK NPOXKNUI HECKO/IbKO MecsaLeB U B peBpasie
1726 ropa ymep 6€3 MNoKasHUA M A00OPOro YesnoBevyeckoro csioBa. TakK ymupanu AecaTKu
HecornacHbIx ¢ opuuUnanbHON penurnen ntoaei, KoTopbix B AHW cBoero moryuiectsa Peogocui
OTNPaBAAN B TaKME XKe KaMeHHble MeLLKKU. eHLMHA, cnaeBLlan Ha TPOHe, MoKasana BCEM, YTO
M B cnabblx XEHCKMX pyKax camofep’kaBHaa BAacTb B POCCMM OcCTaeTca Henpepekaemon U
HMKOMY He BbyaeT No3BosieHO NpeHebpeyb eto. B 3Tom cocToAI0 NopasuTesbHOe cBoeobpasue
Bcero poccuiickoro XVIIl Beka — cnabocTb M garKe HeaeecnocobHOCTb NpaBUTENs elle He
03Havana cnabocTu pexkmMma, BCel CTPYKTYPbl BAACTU CaModepKaBus.

N Bce e umnepaTpuua OCTPO HY)KAANacb B MOCTOPOHHEN MOMOLLM — BeAb HYXKHO Oblno
perynsapHo 3aHMMaTbcA ZieflamMu, K KoTopbim EKaTepuHa 6bina He cnocobHa. B despane 1726
roga 6bin1 06pasoBaH HOBbLIN BbICWIWIA OpraH BAacTU, BepXxOBHbIN TalHbIA COBET, KOTOPbIN B35
Ha ceba BCIO TAMKECTb TEKyWeW NpaBUTe/IbCTBEHHOW paboTtbl. Ero cocrtasuan BuaHelwue
neAtenu uapcteoBaHma: MeHwurKkos, Fon10BKWH, Toncton, KHA3b .M. NonanubiH, A.U. OcTtepmaH,
®.M. AnpakcuH M 3aTb MMMepaTpulbl — FONWTUHCKMIA repuor Kapn ®puapux. Bosrnasnsana
CoseT cama umnepartpuua. B yupegmtenbHom ykase HansHO rosopmuaoch, 4to Coset co3agasanca
«npy BOKYy Halem He A/1a Yero MHOro, Kak TO/IbKO A/A 0bnerdyeHMa M NOMOLLM COBETaMU U
nogayern 6ecnpucTPacTHbIX MHEHWA MO BCEM TOCYLapCTBEHHbIM Aenam». bonee scHo
pacnucatbca B COBCTBEHHON HeaeecnoCobHOCTU MmMepaTpuue 6bl10 HEBO3MOXKHO. [locne



nepsbix 3ace,u,aHm71 EkaTepmnHa nepectana nocewaTtb CKy4YHble 6,1:1,eva MWHUCTPOB U NULb
noanuncbliBasa NoAroToBs1IeHHbIE UMW YKa3bl.

A MMHUCTPaM CTaHOBW/IOCb BCe TpyAHee W TpyaHee. [lena, OTBETCTBEHHblE M CEPbe3Hble,
06pyWNAnCL Ha HUX. PaHblue, Koraa 6bin MNeTp, B ero ronose pasmellanacb Bca nabopartopusa
pedopm, OH 6bla BbICLUIMM FapaHTOM BCEro, YTO AEeNanocb B CTPaHe, Ha ero njedyax saexana
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a BCe AeWlCTBMA rocyaapctea. Tenepb leTpa He CTano, U OCTaBAEHHbIN UM
roCyAapCTBEHHbIM CBOA TAKKMM rPY30M /Ier Ha NAe4Yn ero CnoaBUMKHUKOB.

Camoe BaXkHOe, YTO BbIACHWMAOCL Nocae cmepTu leTpa, 6bI10 TO, YTO CTPaHa Y)Ke He MOXKeT
bonblle KUTb TaK, Kak el npeanucbiBan [MeTp. [OecATMNeTUA HenpepbiBHbIX BOMH,
MHOro4YMCieHHble NPeobpa3oBaHmA, TMraHTCKME HaNOrM U MOBUHHOCTM Pa30pPUAN KPECTbAHCTBO,
KynuoB. COTHM TbICAY KPecTbsH, 6pOCMB AoMa, 6eXKanu Ha 1or — B JOHCKME CTENU, 3a MONbCKYHO
rpaHuuy, B Cubupb — noganblue OT *KecTokoro cbopuimka Hanoros. B croamuy crekanacb
MHPOpMaLMA, KoTopas rosopuaa o6 OrpoMHOM poOCTe HeAOMMOK B cHbopax Hanoros, O
3aMnycTeHMM LenblX AepeBeHb, O roA04€e, OXBAaTUBLLEM MHOTME ye3apbl cTpaHbl. OAHMM C0BOM,
3HaHWe peasibHOro MOJIOKEHWUA Bellei B CTpaHe HeyMOJAMMO TOJIKaso HOBbIX MpasuTenen K
M3MEHEHWIO Mpe)He — NeTPOBCKOW —  MNOAWUTUKWU.  [paBUTeNbCTBO  EKaTepuHbl
pPYKOBOACTBOBANOCL MpuHUMNOM: «Petrus erat magnus monarcha, sed jam non est» — «eTp
BblN BENMKNIN MOHAPX, HO ero yxKe HeT». OH He MOr NpeayCMOTPETb BCex NocneacTeunii pedopm,
OH, HaKoHel, mor owmnbaTbea! — Tak MeHWWKoB 1 Apyrue obbacHAAM cebe M APYrMM MOTMBbI
OTKasa OT MeTPOBCKUX Npeobpa3oBaHuUit U NPOeKTOB. MHOMMM Ka3anocb 3TO HEBEPOATHbIM — He
ycrnen uapb 3aKpbiTb [1a3a, Kak Cpasy »Ke CTajau CBepraTbCA MAOAbl, KOTOPbIM MOKAOHAANCH
AecaTuneTus.

Ho K 3TOMy BEpXOBHMKOB TO/IKafa »KEeCTOKas HeobXoAMMOCTb: HYXHO 6blJ10 COKpallaTbh
pacxoAbl, YMeHbLIaTb Ha/A0MM, OTKa3aTbCA OT MHOMMX ambBULMO3HbIX NPOEKTOB, KOTopble 6bliu
He Mo cunam pasopeHHOoM cTpaHe. Ha nepBblit NaaH BbIWAW U NPOBAEeMbl COKPaLLLEHUA apMUn U
YMHOBHMYecTBa, obserdyeHus ycnosuii Toprosan. B CoBeTe WM HeMpepbiBHbIE KapKue
AMCKYCCUW, TOTOBUAMUCL Ha NOAMWUCL Lapuue yKasbl. belweHblt putm npeobpasosBaHuii BAPYT
3ameganncs.

OTmeHAn neTpoBCKne pecboprl, NPUOCTaHaBAMBAA UCMOJAHEHMNE FPaHANO3HbIX naaHoB leTpa,
BEPXOBHUKN  pPYKOBOACTBOBA/INCb HE  TOJIbKO FOCVAapCTBeHHOVI HeO6XO/.'l,VIMOCTbIO n
Ll,el'leCOO6p33HOCTbI'O. OHWM co3HaTenbHo CTponnn CBOKO MNONUNTUKY Ha KPUTUKE NETPOBCKUX
npuHUMNOB — Bedb KPUTUKOBATbL NnpeallectBeHHUKOB sier4ye BCero, aTo No3BosANn0 3apa60TaTb
NOAUTMYECKMI KanuTan, NMOHPABUTLCA TeM, KTO 6bin NPOTUBHUKOM npeo6pa303aHm7|. OHn
AyMmasin He CTO/NIbKO O CTpaHe, CKOJIbKO O ce6e, CBOEl BacTW, mecte Y NOAHOXWMNA TPOHa, Ha
KoTopom cugena EkatepuHa.



NHoCTpaHHble AMnAoMaTbl, 30pKO Habaloaaswme 3a MNepemMmeHamu MNpu PYycCKOM ABOpE,
eIMHOAYLIHbI B CBOMX OLEeHKax — nocne cmepTu Metpa EKatepuHa ctana ApyrMm 4eniOBEKOM.
Cnepa He OCTafNOCb OT CKPOMHOM, OMOBUTOM X03AMKM NETPOBCKOro Aoma B JleTHem casgy. Bce
BpemaAnpenposoxkaeHMe EKaTepuHbl 3aKN04anoCb B OTKPOBEHHOM MPOMKUMAHUWU  XU3HW,
KOTOPYHO OHA MpeBpaTW/a B NOCTOAHHbIA NPa3aHUK. banbl Ha OTKPbITOM BO34yXe CMEHANUCH
TaHUaMM B 3a/1aX ABOPLLOB, 06M/IbHbIE 3aCTO/IbA WM Ha CMEHY Bece/ibiIM MUKHMKaM 33 TOPOA0M,
a nyTewecTBusa B nogKax no Heee couveTanucb ¢ e3gon no yamuam Metepbypra. KamnpenoH
3ameyvan yxe BecHol 1725 ropa, 4to Tpayp no uapto cobntogaetca popmanbHo. EkaTtepuHa
YyacTeHbKO 6ObiBana B [leTponasnoBckom cobope, y rpoba cynpyra, nnakana, HO BCKope
nyCKanacb B KyTeXu. «Pa3BieyeHnsa 3T1 3aKN0YaAI0TCA B NOYTU eXXeAHEBHbIX NPOA0KAOLLMXCA
BCHO HOYb M A06pPYto YacTb AHA MOMOMKax B cagy C MLAMM, KOTopble No 06A3aHHOCTU CAyKObl
OO/IKHbl BCErga HaxoauTbca Npu agBope», — nucan GpaHLy3CKUiA Annaomar.

BKycbl umnepatpuubl 6bl M HE O4EeHb BbICOKOrO CBOMCTBA. M3 METPOBCKMX YPOKOB OHa Ayylle
BCEro yCBOWMA €ro A0BO/bHO BY/brapHble pa3BaedyeHua. WM3BecTHO, 4yTo y [leTpa 6Obin
CcBOe0obpasHbIi KNyd MbsAHUL, — «BCeMNbAHENW NI cobop», BCe pUTYyasibl KOTOPOro CTPOWUNCL Ha
BocneBaHMu 6ora nbsAHUL, Baxyca 1 ero BepHbIX }KPELOB, cpean KOTopbIX Bbli M cam umnepaTtop.
Mepbl B YacTbIX NOMNONKax «BcenbaHeWwero cobopa» He 6blN0 HUKaKoW. EKaTepmHa NOMIHOCTbIO
BOCNpPUHANG 3Ty Tpagumumio. [NaBHOM «repouHein» MNoMnoek MNpu ee ABOpPE CTana KHATMHA
HacTtacba MonnupblHa — cTapan ropbKas NbAHMLA U WyTUXa. B npuaBopHOMm KypHane EKaTepuHbl
Mbl YMTaem, 4YTO MmnepaTpuua, MeHLWKNKoB M ApyrMe CaHOBHMKM obedann B 3ane U MUK
AHT/IMNCKOE NMUBO, «a KHATUHM [oAnUbIHOM NogHecan apyroi KyboK, B KoTopblit Ee Bennyectso
M3BO/IMMIA NONOXKUTL 10 YepBOHLEB». ITO 3HAYUT, YTO MOJYYUTb 30/10Tble MOHETbI [oNANLbIHA
MOT/1a, TONbKO BbIMWUB OFPOMHbIA KYyOOK LennKom. Mo 3anmMcaAm B KHUFe BUAHO, YTO KHATUHSA
Obl/la CTOMKMM M MyXecTBeHHbIM 6opuom ¢ MBalKo XMeNbHULKUM, HO OblBanu 1 Heygaum —
MBallka OKasblBanca cuibHee, U nNofd O6LWMA CMeX NPUCYTCTBYIOLWIMX KHATMHA 3amMepTBo
Ba/MNacb MOA CTOJ, FAe YXKe APemMano HemMano APYrMx HEOCTOPOMKHbIX rOCTel MmnepaTpuubl.
Haponro B MNetepbypre 3anomHuAn 1 passnedyeHmne EKatepuHbl B Houb Ha 1 anpens 1726 roaa,
Koraa 6blno npuKasaHo no Bcemy [eTepbypry yaaputb B HabaT. Kak To/bKO nepenyraHHble
nonyoaetbie netepbyprKubl BbICKOYMAM HA HOYHbIE YAWULBI, OHW Y3HAAW, UYTO TaK UX
nosapaBnsAloT ¢ AHeM cmexa. be3obpasHble NONONKM 6blAM TalHbIMWM ANA GONbLIMHCTBA
noaaaHHbIX. Mo npasaHuKam EKatepuHa npeacTaBana nepes HMMM BO Bcem biecke M KpacoTe.
«OHa 6blna, — nuweT ¢paHLY3CKUM aAunaomaTt, BUAEBLWIWIKA umnepaTpuuy Ha [pasgHuK
BogocBaTnsa, — B aMa3oHKe U3 cepebpAHOi TKaHW, a obKa ee oblWMTa 30/10TbIM MCMAHCKUM
KPY*KEBOM, Ha LiANe ee pasBeBasocb 6enoe nepo». EKatepmMHa exana B pOCKOLIHOM 30/10TOM
3KMMaXKe B OKPYKeHUW BecTAWen CBUTbI MMMO TOAIN 3eBaK. «Bueat!» — Kpnyanm croaswmMe Ha
naowaamn noaku, CTPenanu NyLwkKu, nepeng Her CKAOHAAUCL 4O 3eMAW 3HaMeHa W T0NoBbl...
Moryuw,ecTBo, c/laBa, BOCTOPr NOAAAHHbIX — 0 YEM €eLLe MOXKHO MeyTaTb?

Ho HeT! MHorga nmnepaTpuua, HacnagmMBLIMCb CNAaBOM, ClyCKanacb B ABOPLIOBYIO KYXHIO U, KaK
BEX/MBO 3aMMCAHO B TOM XK€ JKypHase, «CTpAnasna Ha KyxHe cama». B Hauvane 1726 ropga
MMMNepaTopCKMN ABOP ryAen OT CNAeTeH U NepecyoB — HEOXUAAHHO Ha4YasoCb «HALecTBue»
poACTBEHHMKOB UMnepaTpupbl U3 iubnaHamm. 06 mx cyulectsoBaHMM 3Hanun aasHo. Euwe B 1721
roay B Pure K MeTpy 1 EKkatepuHe, cMyLLaa NPULABOPHBIX U OXPAaHY CBOMM AEPEBEHCKMM BUAOM,



NnoXanoBana KpenocTHana KpecTbAaHKa KpuctuHa CKaBPOHCKAA, KOTOPaA yTBEpXAasa, YTo OHa
poaHasa cecTpa uapuupl. Tak aTo 1 6b1n10. EKaTepUHA NOroBopuaa € Hel, Harpaauna AeHbramu m
oTnpasuna gomoit. Torga ke MeTp pacnopAaMACA OTbICKATb U APYIMX POACTBEHHUKOB MKEHbI,
pa3bpocaHHbIX NO cTpaHe BOMHOW. Bcex mx 6bl10 NpUKasaHO AepXkaTb Nog NPUCMOTPOM U
3anpeTnTb UM apULLIMPOBATL CBOE POACTBO C UMMNEPATPULEN. B 3TOM CMbIC/ie eMOKPATUYHbIN B
obpaweHnn MeTp 3HaN Mepy, U Te MUAOCTU K Bara, KOTOPbIMM OH Ocbinan camy EkatepuHy, oH
He cobupancs pacnpocTpaHATb Ha ee cembio. KpecTbAHCKME POACTBEHHWMKKU EKaTepuHbl MOrIu
HaHecTn yuepb npecTuKy AUMHACTUM, BPOCUTL TEHb Ha UX AeTel. EKkaTepuHa, NpMAas K BAaCTH,
[0Nro He BCMOMMHA/A O CBOENM POAHE, HO Te CaMM HAaNOMHUAKM O cebe — BEpPOATHO, OHWU peLlmnam
[encTBoBaTh, KOrAa A0 HUX AOKaTUAAch BECTb O BCTYN/IEHMWN EKaTepuHbl Ha NpecTon. Pusckuii
rybepHatop KHA3b AWM. PenHuWH coobwmn B [leTepbypr, YTO K Hemy MpuLIIa KpecTbAHKa
KpuctHa CKaBPOHCKaA M KanoBanacb Ha MPUTECHEHWA, KOTOPbIM MoABepran ee NoOMeLUuK.
KpucTrHa ckasana, 4To oHa cecTpa umnepaTtpuubl.

EkaTepuHa Oblna noHayany ABHO cmylleHa. OHa pacnopsagunacb cofepykaTb cecTpy M ee
CEMEWNCTBO «B CKPOMHOM MecCTe M AaTb MM [0CTaTOMHOE NPOMNWUTaHME W oAexay», a oT
nomMeliuKa B3ATb MO/ BbIMbIL/IEHHbBIM MPEAsIOrOM W «NPUCTaBUTb K HUM MOBEPEHHOro
YyenoBeKa, KOTOpbIA MoOr Obl WX yAepMBaTb OT MYCTbIX PACCKAa30B», HaAo nosaraTtb — O
TporaTenbHOM 60COHOroM AeTcTBe Hawel repouvHW. OfHAKo Yepes Mosarofa POACTBEHHble
YyBCTBa MEpPecUINAN BCE OCTasbHble, U cemeincTBo CKaBPOHCKMX goctasuam B [MeTepbypr,
ToyHee — B npuropogHbii pBopeu, — Llapckoe Ceno, noganble OT AOOOMbITHLIX FNa3
3nonbixatenen. MoxHO cebe npeacTaBuTb, 4YTo TBOpMAocb B Llapckocenbckom asopue!
PoactBeHHMKOB 6bl10 o4eHb MHOro. Kpome ctapuwero 6pata Camymna, npmboblin cpegHuin 6pat
Kapn c Tpemsa CbiIHOBbAMW U TpeMa go4vyepbMu, cecTpa KpUCTUHA C MYXKEM M YEeTblpbMSA AETbMMU,
cecTpa AHHa TaKXKe C MyXemM M AByMA [04YepbMW — UTOrO He MeHblle ABYX [OEeCATKOB
HaxnebHnkoB. OTOpBaHHbIE OT BUI U NOLOMNHUKOB, AEPEBEHCKME POACTBEHHUKN MMMEPATPULLbI
ewe JoAro OTMbIBa/INCb, YYUIUCb MNpUCEAaTb, KNAHATbCA, HOCWUTb CBETCKYHO OAeXKAay.
PasymeeTca, HayunTb UX PYCCKOMY A3bIKY OblN0 HEKOTrAa, Aa 3TO HbINO M He BaXKHO — BCE OHU B
Hayane 1727 roga noayumnu rpadpckme TUTYbl, a TakKe OosbliMe MOMECTbA M CTaM CamM
boratbiMn nomewmkamm. MNMpasaa, ceegeHMin 06 ocoboit 6M30CTN ceMencTBa C MMNepaTpuLen

He BCTpeYyaeTcA.

3aTto TaKaa 6AM30CTb Y MMMNEepPaTPULbl BO3HUKAA C Kameprepom rpadpom MNyctasom JleBeHBObAE,
NIOBKMM, CMMMATMYHbIM YENOBEKOM, YeM-TO HanoOMWHAaBLUMM MOKOWHOro Buanuma MoHca.
Hactynuau gpyrve BpemeHa, NpAtaTb CBOU yBaeYeHUa He 6bla10 cmbicna, u EKaTepurHa HU gHeMm,
HM HOYbIO He OTMnyckana oT cebs monogoro AwboBHMKA. Ho M OH nopoi 6bin He B cuaax
BblAep:KaTb 6eleHbli pUTM KM3HKW aBopa. PpaHuy3ckuit gunaomat MaHbaH coobuian, 4To
MeHWNKOB M bacceBMY HABECTUAM HEXHOrO Apyra MMMepaTpuubl, KOTOPbIA «yTOMWACA OT
H6€eCKOHEeYHbIX NMpLLecTB». Bnpoyem, ana MeHLWMKOBa — OMbITHOrO LapeABopLa — CTaso fCHO,
YTO TaKoW 06pa3s KM3HM MMNepaTPULbl K Xopoluemy He npusegeT. O6 3TOM yNpsMO roBopuan
daKTbl: TO 6b1710 U3BECTHO, YTO MMMEPATPMLA «B OTIMYHOM HACTPOEHWUU, eCT U NbeT, KaK Bceraa,
1, N0 06bIKHOBEHMUIO, IOKUTCA He paHee YeTblpex — NATM YacoB yTpa», TO BAPYr NpasAHecTsa u
KyTeXXu pes3ko obpbiBanncb, EKaTepuHa He BCcTaBana c nocrenu. Ee ctann ogonesatb 60/1e3HMU.
OHa y)Ke He Morna, Kak paHblue, OTNAACbIBATb BCO HOYb HaAMPOAET — NyX/AuM HOTU, My4Yyuan



yAaywba. YacTble NpUCTynbl NMXOPaAKM He MO3BOAAAM BbIXOAMTb M3 Aomy. Ho, npeogonesan
cebs, OHa BCe e BbIXOAWMA M3 cnanbHK, exana, nascana, Nuaa, 4Tobbl MOTOM CHOBA C/ieyb B
nocrenb. Kak 6yato uyscTBya 6AM3KMIA KoHel, EKaTepuHa y»Ke He [0POoXKUAa MU3HbLIO,
34,0POBbEM, PeLlmaa NyCTUTb NO BETPY BCE, YTO Y HEE OCTaNoCh.

B Hauane 1727 roga MEeHWNKOB HaANPAXEHHO pPa3MbIWIAA HE CTO/bKO O 340pO0Bbe
MMnNepaTPULbI-BaKXaHKM, CKONbKO O CBOEM 3aBTpalHem gHe. Yto byaer ¢ HUM, ecam nocne
cMepTn EKaTepuHbl Ha NPecTon BCTYNUT BEAUKUIA KHA3b MeTp, 4opory KOTopomMy K nNpectosy B
1725 roay nperpagmMn MMeHHO oH, MeHLWMKOB? KHA30 CTano SICHO, YTO He HYXHO 60opoTbea C
cyabboit — nyctb MNeTp Il 6ByaeTt Ha npectone aeaa. Ho HYXKHO caenatb Tak YTobbl OH Nonan Tyaa
npu cogenctenmn MeHLLMKOBA, Bylyum y:Ke ero 3aTem Uau, No KpalHen mepe, XKeHUXoOM OAHOM
13 ero gouyepein. Y kKHA3a MeHwukoBa bbino aBe goyepu, AnekcaHapa u Mapua. Mnaglwan —
Mapus, 6bl1a NOMOoIBAEHA C NOMbCKMM apucToKpaTom lMNeTpom Caneroi, tOHOLWEN M3AWHbIM U
KpacuBbiM. Mexay MosogbiMM oAbMM 3aBA33sacb HeXXHas apyxkba. Ho umnepaTpuua
EKaTepuHa KaK-TO BbICMOTpena B To/Ne NpuaBOPHbIX munosuaHoro Canery u 61aroCKAOHHO
€My KMBHYa. 3Toro 6b1710 A0CTaTOYHO, YTOObI MEHLIMKOB BCTYMM B TOPF CO CBOEW CTapUHHOM
nogpyroi: B obmeH Ha cBobogy nomonsnaeHHoro ¢ Mapueli Canern oH NpPocua AaTb AOYeEpU
3aMeHYy — pa3peLlmnTb NOMOIBUTb ee C ABEeHaALATUNETHUM BEIMKMM KHA3em MNeTpom. MUMeHHO o
TAKOM «MEHEe» W Nncan oCBeAOMNEHHbIA AATCKUI NocnaHHUK BecTdaneH: «locygapblHA npamMo
oTHAna Canery y KHA3A W cpenana ero ceoum ¢asoputom. 310 Aano MeHLWMKoBy MNpaBo
3aroBOpUTb C rocyZapblHEM O ApPYyroi MPUAWYHOM Mape ANa CBOel Ao4Yepu — C MOAoAbIM
uapesuyem. Llapuua 6bina Bo mHorom obsasaHa MeHWHUKOBY — OH BObla cTapbim Apyrom ee
cepglua. OTO OH MpPeACcTaBUA ee — MPOCTYO CAy»KaHKy — [eTpy, 3aTeM HemMano CoAencTBOBa
pelleHuto rocyaaps NpusHath ee cynpyroi». Het, He morna MapTa oTKasaTb Apyry Anekcaluke!

XnTpbIn nnaH MeHLWMKOBa O4YeHb He MOHPABMKJ/ICA BeTepaHam nepeBopoTa 28 aHBapa 1725 roaa.
CeeTnenwmin KHa3b, Aobusancb 6paka cBoen godvepu c MeTpom, KOTOPOro OH OAHOBPEMEHHO
Aenan v HacnegHUKOM npecrtona, 6pocan Ha npounsson cyabbbl Tex, KTo B 1725 rogy nomor emy
BO3BeCTW Ha npecTon EkaTepuHy. OcobeHHo obecnokounca M.A. Tonctoi. B pyKax HayanbHUKa
TaliHOW KaHuenAapuun bblav MHOrMe NoTaiHble HATU BAACTWU, U BOT OAHA W3 HWUX 3asepranacb u
HaTAHynacb — TOAICTOM NOYYBCTBOBA/I ONACHOCTb: NpMxo4 K Baactv Metpa Il 03Ha4yan 6bl KoHel,
AR Hero, HEYMO/IMMOro nasiada v ybuiubl oTua byayliero nmnepaTopa — uapesuya Anekces.
TpeBoXXMancb 3a cBoe byayliee M NPoYne CAaHOBHUKM — reHepan MBaH byTypauH, npusesLwmii B
HO4Yb cmepTyn lNeTpa Ko ABOpLy rBapAenues, reHepan-noamumerictep AHToH [lesuep u apyrue.
OHU AcHo Bugenn, 4yto MeHWwUKoB nepeberaet Bo BpaxKAebHbIM MM narepb CTOPOHHWKOB
BE/INKOro KHA3A [eTpa M Tem cambiM npegaeTr ux. Toactom n godepu EkatepuHbl, AHHa M
Ennsaseta, ymonanam umnepaTtpuuyy He caywaTe MeHWwWKoBa, 0GOPMUTL 3aBeLLaHME B NOJb3y
EnunsaseTbl, HO UMNepaTpuLa, yenevyeHHaa Caneroi, 6blna HenpekaoHHa. Ja u cam MeHLWwmMKoB
He cuaen cnoxa pyku. OH geincTBoBan, U NPUTOM OYeHb pewuTenbHo. Kak-To B pasrosope ¢
KamnpeaoHom o Tonctom oH 6bin oTKpoBeHeH: «[MeTp AHApeeBMY TONCTON BO BCEX OTHOLLIEHUAX
YeNoBeK OYeHb JIOBKMIA, BO BCAKOM C/ly4ae, MMeA OEeN0 C HUM, He MeLlaeT AepXaTtb J06pbii
KaMeHb B KapmaHe, 4Tobbl pa3zbutb emy 3ybbl, ecim bl OH B3AymMas KycaTbCar.



M BOT HacTan yac, Koraa MeHLWMKoB A0oCTan cBOM KameHb: Tonctoi, [lesuep, byTypavH n apyrmue
HeAoBO/IbHble €ero  MOCTynKamu OblnM  apecToBaHbl, OOBWHEHbI B 3aroBope MNPOTMB
umnepaTpuupl. MeHLUKOB OTYaAsHHO CMELIUA: «3aroBOpLLMKKUY» Bblin aonpolleHbl 26 anpens
1727 rona, a y»Ke 6 mas MeHLIMKOB 40101 EKaTepnHe 06 ycnewHoM packpbIiTUK «3aroBopan.
OHa, no ero TpeboBaHWIO, NoANMcana ykas o ccblike TOACTOro UM ApyrMx. 3TO NPoOUCXoamnio
BCEro 3a HEeCKOJIbKO 4YacoB A0 CMepTM umnepaTpuubl. MeHwWwmKoB ToprKecTBoBan nobeay. Ho
Torga, B mae 1727 roga, oH He 3Han, 4To 370 bblna nNupposa nobeaa, yto cyapba Tosactoro
BCKOpe CTaHeT ero, MeHWnKoBa, cyabboin, n 0ba oHM ympyT B oauH roa — 1729-i: Tonctoit B
Kasemate CoN0BELKOro MOHaCTbIpA, 3 MeHLWMKOB — B I/lyXOM CMBUPCKOM ropoake bepesose.

«locypapblHA Ao Toro ocnabna v Tak U3MeHWNacb, YTO ee NOYTU HeNb3A y3HaTb», — NUCAN B
cepeguHe anpenda 1727 roga MaHbaH. Bcex nopasmnno, 4To oHa He NpuLiNa gaxe B LEepPKoBb B
nepsblii AeHb Macxm 1 He 6bl0 NMPLLIECTBA B AEHb €€ POXKAEHUSA. ITO BbIJI0 COBCEM HE MOXOXKe
Ha HpaB BeCe/ioM BaKxaHKW. [lena ee 6blav nnoxu. MEHWMKOB He BbIXOAWA M3 ABOPLA.
PacnpaBnaace co CBOMMW MPEXHUMMU APY3bAMM, OH 3aboTUACA O TOM, 4TOObI 6bl1I0 rOTOBO
BOBpeMA 3aBellaHue LUapuubl, COrMACHO KOTOPOMY HaCAeAHWKOM MpecTtosia CTAaHOBWUACA
byaywmii 3aTb MeHLWMKoBa — BeIMKKUI KHA3b MeTp.

Ham HeusBecTHO, Yem 6onena EkaTepuHa, — cKopee Bcero, y Hee 6blia CKOpOTeYyHan YaxoTKa.
MpucTynbl yAywatlowero Kawna, NoaHOro 6eccMans CMEHSAAUCb BCMJ/IECKOM IMXOPago4vHOM
aKTMBHOCTK, bGecnpuunHHOro BecenbAa. CopoKaTpexneTHAA, paHee nMblllylian 340PO0BbeM
eHWMHa He Bepuna B NpubanKkeHne KoHua. Ee yTomnsana nogHATas BOKPYr ee 3aBeliaHun
CyeTa, OHa BCex OTcblana K MeHLWMKoBY U, He r1aaA, No4nucbiBana Bce bymaru, KOTopble OH eit
nogasan. Hesagonro 4o cmepTy OHa B3gymasna MNPOKaTUTbCA Mo yauuam [etepbypra, Ha
KOTOPbIX Lapuaa CoMHeYHaa BECHa, HO BCKOpe MOBepHYyNa Hasag — He 6blN10 CUA AaKe exaTb B
KaperTe...

CywecTByeT nereHga O KOH4YMHe EKaTepuHbl. He3agonro Ao cmepTu OHa paccKasana CoH,
KOTOpbIM el 3anomHmaca. OHa cMAWUT 33 NUPLUECTBEHHbLIM CTOJIOM B OKPYXXEHUN NPUABOPHbIX.
Bapyr nossnsetcs TeHb lNeTpa. OH MaHWUT CBOEro «Apyra cepAedyHoro» 3a cobon, OHW yaeTarT,
Kak byato B obnaka. EkaTepuHa 6pocaeT nocnegHuii B3riag Ha 3em1l0 U OTYETANBO BUAUT
CBOUX flovepert OKPYMKEHHbIX LYMHOM, BpaxKaebHon Tonnon. Ho yKe HUYero He nonpasulLb.
Haperna ToNbKo Ha BepHOro MeHLWKWKoBa — OH He oCcTaBUT ux B 6eae... LLlectoro mas 1727 roaa
B OeBATb 4yacoB Beyepa EkaTepuHa ymepna. BonwebHas cKaska o AMGNAHACKOW 30AyLiKe
3aKOHYMIACh.

E. AHucumos



